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THE REFUGEES: 
A CHALLENGE TO 
HUMANITY 


HE pitiful legion which during 


the past week has trudged wearily 


over the Pyrenees, to sanctuary in France from the advancing 
Franco armies, is the latest terrible addition to the already vast 


problem of Europe’s refugees. 


Three hundred thousand of them—war-wracked and weary men, 
women and children—join in impoverished exile the other hundreds of 


thousands for whom there 
Fascist rule. 


is no freedom under 


France has been compelled by the progress cf 
events to afford asylum to this vast emigration. 


Are We To Wait 


Are we, too, to wait until the misery in Europe 
becomes so unbearable that the frontiers will be 


broken down by humanity on the run? 
to realize now that the salvation of the 


Or are we 


unwanted 


of Europe is our concern, if there is for us any real 
meaning in the too loosely used phrase, “‘ The brother- 


hood of all men”? 


We have before drawn attention to this challenge, 


and in this issue we do it again. 
show what is being done at present and 
the existing facilities that could be further 


Few will cherish the illusion that even 
work of the various relief organizations 
smallest degree adequate to deal with the 
problem as a whole. Something vaster, 
more imaginative, more noble, must be 
attempted if the problem of the refugees— 
so obviously part and parcel of the whole 
problem of peace and war—is to be tackled 
fully and successfully. 


What is Being Lone 


Meanwhile, we record with relief what 
is being done. 


The British Government has, through 
Mr. Chamberlain, expressed satisfaction at’ 
the action of France. “We are not in 
geographical proximity to the Pyrenees 
and to the people who are now so much 
in need of help,” he said, “but what the 
British Government can do to help they are 
doing and will continue to do so.” 

We suggest that financial help is inde- 
pendent of distance, and that, were the will. 
present, even mass emigration of those in 
flight from Spain, as well as from Germany 
and Czecho-Slovakia, would not present 
insuperable difficulties. As it is, however, 
the British Government has already given 
£40,000 for relief of Spanish victims. 

It is good news, too, that Mr. George 
Rublee, Director of the Inter-Govern- 
mental Committee on Refugees, has 
returned to London from Berlin, satisfied, 
according to well-informed reports, that a 
workable arrangement for Jewish emigra- 
tion can be achieved. 

The British Government has accepted an 
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What P.P.U. Stands For 


We have tried {to 


what are 
exploited. 


the great 
is in the 


offer from the United States to send an 
expert Commission to investigate the possi- 
bility of refugee settlement in British 
Guiana. 


The Lord Baldwin Fund for Refugees is 
now nearing the £400,000 mark. 


A Lead to the Church. 


The Bishop of Chichester (Dr. Bell) has 
given a lead to the Church in his Lucien 
Wolf Memorial lecture. 


He said that the refugee problem was a 
challenge to humanity. There were all 
sorts of difficulties in the settling of hun- 
dreds of thousands of refugees, but the diffi- 
culties might be overcome if a nation or 
a body of nations could be formed which 
would sink capital in a colonial experiment 
without expecting a financial return for 
some generations. If humanity was to 
prevail such an exhibition of human 
brotherhood should not be ruled out as a 
sentimental dream. 


from Catalonia is but a fraction of the great trail of refugees all 
over Europs, every one driven by fear of persecution. 

The bulk of these people are not fanatical opponents of any 
They are ordinary human beings—old folk, 


particular regime. 
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Typical of the 
great human tragedy 
that is the Refugee 
Problem is this 
pathetic picture of a 
handful of survivors 
from a hamlet in 
Spain, fleeing before 
the advance of 
General Franco's 
army. 


The great exodus 
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women and children, many of them—who ask only the opportunity 


to pursue their normal lives in peace, 


The group shown in the photograph, which we reproduce with 
acknowledgments to “Picture Post,’ were the sole survivors of 
their village which was destroyed in the civil war. 

The existing relief organizations are doing noble work, but they 


cannot hope to deal with this terrible problem as a whole. 


Only 


inter-Governmental action on an unprecedented scale can help 


the refugees. 


Their present plight is a challenge to all who profess ideals of 
liberty and humanity. What is YOUR reply to that 


challenge? 


P.P.U. Contributions 


The special refugee relief fund raised 
by the Peace Pledge Union has already 
been largely distributed by David 
Spreckley and Mrs. Benjamin. The latter 
is still in Prague, attending to the employ- 
ment of the remainder of the fund. 

At the meeting of the Sponsors of the 
PPU on Friday last provisional arrange- 
ments were made for the holding of a 
public meeting in London on March 3, to 
be addressed by Max ‘Plowman, Lord 
Ponsonby and others, with the object of 
showing refugee relief to be real inter- 
national service, with more claim to the 
energies of our people than the “ national 
service ” scheme now being campaigned. 


In this improvised hospital tent at 
Athens are some of the 380 young Jews 
who escaped from Austria. Discovered by 
the War Resisters’ International in Athens 
making their way illegally to Palestine, 
the WRI was able to give them the help 
they sorely needed. Fifty of them were 

2+ wounded. All are now settled in Palestine. (- 
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Campaign 
Against 
Conscription 


"THE No Conscription League is to follow 

up its recent convention in London with 
a nation-wide campaign that will include 
conferences with delegates from working- 
class and peace organizations, and demon- 
strations and meetings in all the large cities 
and towns, 


The first conference will probably be held 
in Leeds, and several prominent Yorkshire 
trades unionists have already indicated 
their support for the conference. 


One instance of opposition to the Govern- 
ment’s National Service scheme has been 
provided by the Yorkshire Federation of 
Trades Councils, which has turned down 
the proposal, by 23 votes to four, that they 
cooperate with the scheme. 


Sponsors’ Decision 
on 


National Service 


It was agreed at the Sponsors’ meeting on 
Friday last that Canon Stuart Morris, 
chairman of the PPU, should draft a resolu- 
tion with regard to the National Register to 
be telegraphed by group leaders to Sir John 
Anderson, 


One of the most important of the state- 
ments on the National Service scheme so 
far issued by non-political bodies has been 
that of the Society of Friends. This de- 
clares that:— 

“We cannot divorce the present appeal for 
“National Service" from the special purpose 
with which the Geovernment has associated it. 
It is the fear of war which has stimulated the 
Prime Minister and his colleagues to this im- 
portant extension of the idea of voluntary ser- 
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7 PEACE NEWS 


PRACTICAL WAYS OF AIDING 
THE REFUGEES 


How to get them into 
this Country 


tary of the War Resisters’ International, full details are given 


1 this informative article by Mr. H. Runham Brown, Hon. Secere- 


of the methods at present available for aiding refugees. Further 
information required may be obtained from the W.R. I. at 11 Abbey 


Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


Have you ever tried to discern the 
pattern formed by the small pieces of 
coloured glass in a kaleidoscope? Just when 
you have obtained the picture, someone 
jogs your elbow and new shapes take the 
place of the old pattern. 

It is the rapid turning of the kaleidoscope 
which has made the work of the War 
Resisters’ International so difficult during 
the past months in their terrific effort to 
give help to our refugees in their hour of 
need. 

It is fair to say on behalf of the great 
Refugee Committees which have been set 
up—the German Jewish Aid Committee, 


the Germany Emergency Committee and the | 


Co-ordinating Committee—that their in- 
ability to bring order out of chaos may not 
be due to incompetence but to the rapid 
turning of the kaleidoscope. 


Gigantic Task 


The War Resisters’ International would 
desire to help all those who are in trouble, 
whoever they are, but the task is a gigantic 
one, far beyond private effort without sub- 
stantial Government help, which is not yet 
forthcoming. Even the Relief Committees 
aforementioned, with the £350,000 raised by 
the Baldwin Fund, and large public money 
in addition, cannot help more than a frac- 
tion. 

The War Resisters’ International, without 
help from any such public funds is com- 
pelled to select those it will endeavour to 
help, and in doing so, must remember its 
special obligation to those who suffer more 
particularly as the result of their pacifist 
convictions. The International is one of 
the very few organizations which is recog- 
nized by and can deal direct with the Home 
Office. It is financially guaranteed by a 
Board of Guarantors, but the restrictions 
upon bringing refugees over have become 
very strict. Apart from very young or 
very old people, quite definite arrange- 
ments must be made beforehand for their 
emigration to some other country within 
twelve months. Except in a very few 
special cases, or within strict limits for 
domestic service or nursing, an application 
to work in this country will not be con- 
sidered. 


Two Classes of Refugees 


There are two classes of refugees Which | ere aan Ga ame 
we try to help—(a) those on whose behalf 
we can only give a little advice or a helping 
hand. 

(b) Those to whom we feel we have a 
very direct responsibility and whose cases 
we can take up completely with some hope 
of success. With the.latter, when once we 
get our teeth in, we never leave go. 

The International never closes its doors, 
it is open day and night and on Sundays as 
well. If you come to Enfield you will not 
find a Commissionaire at the door or a 
notice that we are closed for the week. Be- 
cause of these facts, please be considerate, 
don’t call if a letter can better serve the 
purpose, don’t telephone about midnight if 
you can do so during the day, and please 
don’t write long letters, or letters at all, 
even to offer help, until you have read this 
article carefully. It is really much easier 
to hinder than it is to help. 

I am deeply grateful for the really 
wonderful help which many groups of the 
Peace Pledge Union and others have al- 
ready given. 
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HALF PRICES 
4LL SEATS BOOKABLE. 
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Yet | must say that some embarrassment 
has been caused and much clogging of the 
wheel, by a number of long and sometimes 
difficult to read letters we have received, 
which in the end only say, “I want to help, 
what can [ do?” 


How You Can Help 


Will you first please decide whether you 
are offering help or whether you are asking 
for help for some particular person. If it 
is the latter, decide what you are able to 
do for that person yourself, then write 
briefly and not before you have obtained 
the following particulars: 

Name, address, age, profession, nation- 
ality, religion and future plans for emigra- 
tion or training; this is really essential. 
Give also particulars of dependent relatives 
who are to come as well, and of those who 
are to be left behind (names, ages, sex and 
occupations). 

Old people over 60 years of age are ad- 
mitted fairly easily, provided that they 
have a Guarantor. State if you can find 
that Guarantor. 

Always go first to the big refugee organiz- 
ations with the public funds behind them, 
they should be able to give you the help 
needed. 

If the refugee is a Jew, go to the German 
Jewish Aid Committee, Woburn House, 
Upper Woburn Place, London, W.C.1. 

If a non-Aryan Christian (i.e. only partly 
a Jew and not a Jew by religion) go to the 
Germany Emergency Committee, Friends 
House, Euston Road, N.W.1. 

If a person residing in Czechoslovakia, 
whether German, Czechoslovakian or Jew, 
to the British Committee for Refugees from 
Czechoslovakia, 5 Mecklenburgh Square, 
W.C.1. 

If a child, go to the Movement for the 
Care of Children from Germany, 69 Great 
Russell Street, W.C.1. 


Ways of Aiding 

If you are prepared to help us, we need 
that help in the following ways:— 

(1) Money, always money and more 
money. 

(2) Hospitality. There is urgent need for 
short periods of hospitality in London of 
two or three weeks. Long periods outside 
are not so urgently needed, but we should 
be glad to record such offers. 


(3) Guarantors. We still want offers from 
those who are prepared to give an in- 
dividual guarantee for a refugee. Every 
refugee coming into this country must be 
guaranteed. The Guarantor will be asked 
to state in a document which must be wit- 
nessed by his Banker or accompanied by a 
letter from his Bank, that he is of sufficient 
financial stability to honour his Guarantee. 
In some cases a letter from an employer 
would answer this purpose. 

The Guarantor must be prepared to take 
full responsibility for the whole period 
during which the refugee is in this country, 
and that expenses if and when the refugee 
is finally settled over seas will be paid. 


Collective Guarantees 

(4) Collective Guarantees. To give a 
guarantee is a very serious responsibility 
as it is an unlimited liability. Many PPU 
Groups have acted upon my provisional 
suggestion which is as follows: — 

One personal guarantee is given. A group 
gives to the Guarantor its collective guaran- 
tee and a Post Office account is opened as 
a trust fund in the name of two of the mem- 
bers of the Group, and £1 per week is col- 
lected and banked. The War Resisters’ 
International then brings the refugee over 
and endeavours to find hospitality for him 
for as long as possible. 

Sometimes the Group also takes the 
responsibility for finding that hospitality, 
but other times a different group deals with 
the hospitality. 

At the end of one year, should an opening 
abroad be found for him, there will be £50 
in the Bank to pay his fare and give him a 
start. Should he, however, not be able to 
go abroad by then, further efforts will have 
to be made to find hospitality, and at the 
worst, say at the end of three years, when 
£150 will have accumulated at the Bank, 
it should be possible to pay his fare to one 
of the South American States and to pro- 
vide his landing money which is usually 
£100. 

In most cases that landing money has 
only to be shown and can be retained by 
the refugee in order to give him a start in 
his new home. Thus a liability shared by a 
group is reduced to £150 over three years 
and the need in the last resort to find hospi- 
tality during that time. 

A contingency which is thus reduced to 
a minimum is shown to be popular by the 
fact that the International already has in 
hand many offers. 

Concerning the few more fortunate who 
obtain permission to work in this country, 
money banked on their behalf can be trans- 
ferred by the group to another refugee. 

It must, however, be emphasized that the 
guarantor in the first place and the group 
in the second place, become legally 
responsible. The International, which it- 
self has already taken very heavy legal 
responsibility, can only undertake to use 
its best endeavours to help guaranteeing- 
groups through. 


Adoption 
(5) Adoption. A PPU group or any other 
group of people, might like to “adopt” a 
refugee for whom we already have a visa 
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and a Guarantee, by the establishing of an 
emigration fund on his or her behalf. Some 
groups have already acted on this sug- 
gestion. Their refugee is guaranteed, he 
has his visa, but he is still in a concentration 
camp; without waiting for him to be got 
out, a sum of money is banked each week 
by the Group as a trust fund on his behalf. 
Without faking the big legal re§ponsibility 
for the Guarantee, the Group will be per- 
pared to look after that particular man. I 
should like to have offers of this kind. 

(6) Adoption of a Child. Offers to adopt 
a child should not be sent’ to the Inter- 
national except under very special circum- 


stances, but go direct to the Movement for ’ 


the Care of Children from Germany, 69 
Great Russell Street, W.C.1, and we should 
be notified that that has been done. You 
will then be required to give a legal guaran- 
tee that you will take full responsibility 
for that child's maintenance and education 
up to the age of 18, when your legal 
responsibiltiy ceases. 


Bloek Visas 
Although much talked about, there is no 
such thing. A few block visas were granted 
to groups of people coming from Czecho- 
slovakia, but that practice has ceased. If 
a group is brought over at all, each in- 


dividual case must have its guarantor and. 


except in special cases, definite plans for 
emigration. 
Delays 

When you have done your part in getting 
all the above fixed, you must have infinite 
patience and much persistence. The 
kaleidoscope may turn. New regulations 
may be imposed which will make your offer 
invalid before it is actually used. 

Sometimes a visa is obtained quite 
quickly, and another time for no apparent 
reason it is held up for months. When ob- 
tained, it is sometimes found that the 
Gestapo have taken away the passport of 
the person concerned and there is a 
struggle to get it back. Then a police pass 
stating that all taxes have been paid, must 
be obtained. This permit lapses within a 
month and if there is delay in getting away, 
the process has to be gone through a second 
time. It may be that the refugee has been 
thrown into a concentration camp and there 
is a struggle to get him out. 

In these things the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national can and does help but if your 
patience is getting exhausted, remember 
that you are not having to stand all night 
in a queue waiting for an interview, as those 
whom you seek to help probably will have 
to do. 

Spain 

And there is Spain and more refugees. 
Our little home in the Pyrenees, Prats-de- 
Mollo, is overflowing and the village is 
packed with people in distress. 

Our gallant little group in Barcelona 
have escaped. Dr. Ampaio Poch y Gascon, 
President of our movement in Spain is 
safe in the home; Fernando Oca and Juan 
Grediaga have just arrived after struggling 
in the snow over the Pyrenees, drenched to 
the skin and exhausted; whether they will 
be allowed to stay we do not yet know. 

Professor Brocca is not there. He is out 
on the frontier searching for them. He may 
have taken the risk of going into Spain to 
find them. Send us clothes, send us money! 
It is desperately urgent with people dying 
on our very doorstep. 


THE BALDWIN 
FUND 


The Lord Baldwin fund for refugees has 
now reached £390,053 16s. 10d. Since 
January 28 a total of £8,495 13s. 4d. has 
been added. 

Recent contributions include £1,500, represent- 
ing the proceeds of the performance organized 
jointly by the London Hospital Aid Society and 
the London Jewish Hospital Aid Society, and 
held by the London Aid Society. 

Some of the money, it is understood, is to be 
available for grants to aid refugee emigration. 

Part of the fund has already been devoted to 
the lease of the Palace Hotel, Bloomsbury Square, 
London, W.C.1, where practically all of the 
greater refugee relife organizations have their 
office. Among them are the German Jewish Aid 
Committee (which is concerned with Jewish 
refugees) and the Society of Friends’ Emergency 
Committee. 

Some2 of the work of the last-mentiored. and 
also of the War Resisters’ International, is 
described on page 7. 


English iidiean Help 


Young Sudetens 


The Woodcraft Folk — the children’s 
movement recognized by the Labour Party 
and Cooperative Societies, have offered 
fifty permanent homes to Sudeten child 
refugees and are waiting for official per- 
mission to bring them to England. 

Several hundred Sudeten German children 
camped with the Woodcraft Folk in Brighton in 
1937. 


British Aid for the Czechs 


The Bill embodying the British Govern- 
ment’s financial assistance to Czecho- 
Slovakia was read a second time without 
real opposition in the House of Commons 
on Tuesday. 

Sir John Simon explained that the 
British and the French Governments had 
agreed to guarantee a loan of £8,000,000 to 
be raised by Czecho-Slovakia, that the 
former would give £4,000,000 out of the 
money already advanced as a free gift, and 
that the latter would make a gift of 
approximately the same value. 

Sir John described the method by which 
the free gift of £4,000,000 would be paid 
into a fund in the Bank of England and 
the disbursements authorized and con- 
trolled by the British liaison officer at 
Prague to help refugees, regardless of their 
religious faith, political opinions, or racial 
origins. All those who could not find a 
home in Czecho-Slovakia would be assisted 
to leave that country with funds sufficient 
to enable them to settle in others. Similar 
arrangements had been made for the use 
of the French free gift. 


ART TREASURES SAFE 
The Spanish art treasures, taken into 
France for safety, arrived at Geneva on 
Thursday. 
They are to be housed in the League 
library and exhibited to the public. 


NORWAY AND > 
THE REFUGEES 


Great efforts are being made in Norway 
for the betterment of the refugees’ condi- 
tions. Newspapers are collecting money 
and private organizations, with the 
“Nansenhjelp”” as the leading one, are 
doing their utmost. 


The Norwegian Parliament has unani- 
mously voted 500,000 kroner (about £25,000) 
as a grant to the refugees. 

Still more can be done. Norway shelters 
today relatively few refugees, and hardly 
any foreigners get permission to work. 
But the unanimous decision of the Parlia- 
ment gives hope. 


Readings from Blake 


Max and Dorothy Plowman will ro2<d 
poems by William Blake at 10 Abbey 
Gardens, London, W.8, on Monday at 
8.30 p.m. 

This is the second of a series of four 
verse readings. 

The readings are held fortnightly and the 


| other two will include works by Keats and 


Wilfred Owen 


¥ 
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AN EXAMPLE TO 
THE JEWS 


Gandhi's Praise for 
Niemoeller 


AR. M. K. GANDHI’s repeated assertion 
IVa that non-violence can overcome the 
methods used by the Nazis against the Jews 
has been criticized by the Statesman, an 
Indian publication, which quoted the suffer- 
ings of Pastor Niemoeller and other perse- 
cuted Christians as proof that non-violence 
had not been effective. 

The Statesman also declared that “Christ 
is the supreme example of non-violence and 
the idignities heaped upon him at His tor- 
tured death proved once and for all that in 
a worldly and temporal sense it can fail 
hopelessly.” 

Mr. Gandhi’s answer, published in his 
weekly paper Harijan, declares that the 
sufferings of these men has not been in 
vain. “They have preserved their self- 
respect intact,” he writes. 

“That they have not proved sufficient for 
melting Herr Hitler’s heart merely shows 
that it is made of a harder material than 
stone. But the hardest metal yields to suffi- 
cient heat. Even so must the hardest heart 
melt before sufficiency of the heat of non- 
violence .... 


“GERMANS WILL REBEL” 

“Herr Hitler is but one man enjoying no 
more than the average span of life. He 
would be a spent force if he had not the 
backing of his people. I do not despair of 
his responding to human suffering even 
though caused by him. 

“But I must refuse to believe that the Ger- 
mans as a nation have no heart or markedly 
less than the other nations of the earth. They 
will some day or other rebel against their own 
adored hero, if he does not wake up betimes. 
‘And when he or they do, we shall find that the 
sufferings of the Pastor and his fellow-workers 
had not a little to do with the awakening. 

“And armed conflict may bring disaster to 
German arms; it cannot change the German 
heart even as the last defeat did not It pro- 
duced a Hitler vowed to wreak vengeance on the 
victors. And what a vengeance it is! 

“Even so I do not despair because Herr 
Hitler’s or the German heart has not yet melted. 
On the contrary I plead for more suffering and 
still more till the melting has become visible 
to the naked eye. 


WAY FOR THE JEWS 

“And even as the Pastor has covered him- 
self with glory, a single Jew bravely stand- 
ing up and refusing to bow to Hitler’s de- 
crees will cover himself with glory and lead 
the way to the deliverance of the fellow- 
Jews.. 

“I was unprepared to find the view expressed 
by the Statesman writer that the example of 
Christ proved once and for all that in a worldly 
and temporal sense it can fail hopelessly! Though 
I cannot claim to be a Christian in the sectarian 
sense, the example of Jesus’s suffering is a factor 
in the composition of my undying faith in non- 
violence which rules all my actions worldly and 
temporal. And I know that there are hundreds 
of Christians who believe likewise. Jesus lived 
and died in vain if he did not teach us to regu- 
late the whole of life by the eternal Law of 
Love. 


NATIONAL PETITION 
IN HONGKONG 


From Our Own Correspondent, 
Hongkong. 
ONGKONG members of the Peace 
Pledge Union have been following up 
the work begun during their recent Peace 
Week (reported in Peace News a fortnight 
ago). 

Twenty-eight people attended a reunion 
of those who had attended more than one 
of the meetings held during the Peace 
Week. The National Petition for a new 
Peace Conference was brought to their 
notice and 22 of them signed it. 

The PPU group decided to have more 
copies of the Petition printed locally so 
that more signatures may be sought. 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


The group has also decided to take over 
the administration of the Social Settle- 
ments—started in December, 1937, by the 
Rev. J. D. Maclean (now Scottish Organizer 
of the PPU) and David Spreckley, who 
started the PPU group in Hongkong. 

In view of the group’s working member- 
ship of fifteen, this will be a big under- 
taking. 


A Flag for the League 


The League of Nations is to have a dag 
-—at least for the New York World’s Fair. 

The point is that the League’s pentagon-based 
building at the Fair has to have a flag because 
all the other buildings will—a League flag is also 
imperative at the Court of Honour where all 
the flags of the participating nations will float 
together oh the appointed day. 

The flag bears a pentagon, with a five-pointed 
star within, upon a white background. 


: PEACE NEWS 


Peace Army Visits 


Czecho-Slovakia 


REPORT TELLS OF CONDITIONS 
IN REFUGEE CAMPS 


HE Peace Army recently returned from Prague, whither they 
went to learn what they could about conditions in a very short 
time, and to take a message of friendship. 

Their introductions were to private people (pacifist and others)’, 
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GRATITUDE 


FOR FOOD 


MoVvING expressions of gratitude appear 


in several letters just received from 


Spain by the War Resisters’ International, 


which has been sending regularly, to Bar- 
celona, Valencia and Madrid parcels of 
essential foostuffs. “G. C.” wrote from 


Madrid: 


“The generous giver who has sent me this 


food has done immense good to the physical 


body; but the soul also remains satisfied be- 
cause we were painfully resigned to being alone. 
* Although remembering our brothers abroad, 


government and commercial officials, a woman senator, Friends, 
refugee committee workers, and many Germans on the trains. 
Following are points from their report—which contains the warning that 


“there is great confusion everywhere 


lack of co-ordinated organization, so that what is true of one group is often not 


true of others.” 


"THE Czech people to whom we had 

introduction were almost unbeliev- 
ably kind. Their perfect courtesy and 
kindness disguised the bitterness which we 
found later they did feel but would not 
vent on individuals. 


The Czecho-Slovak Republic is a country 
with a high standard of living, without the 
marked class distinctions that we have 
here, based on its rich agriculture and 
highly developed industries. People are 
smartly dressed, including even the re- 
fugees. 


An official of the Export Institute stated 
that pressure was being put on his country 
by Germany, chiefly to supply half- 
finished products instead of the high-grade 
goods for which the Czechs are famous. 
To accede to this would reduce the wealth 
of the country enormously and _ had 
already, he said, brought about a down- 
ward influence on wage levels. 


Contact with the general population 
showed us how blackly convinced they 
were that they must give way to Germany, 
and we fear these psychological factors 
will weigh very heavily. England has 
not done what it might to combat depres- 
sion. Credits of £40 millions were asked 
to rebuild industry but £10 millions only 
were given. 


England’s Failure 


WE asked a Czech pacifist what he 

thought our country should have 
done, since to make war was no help. He 
said that we should at least have seen that 
the Munich agreement was carried out, that 
plebiscites were held in doubtful districts 
and people given time to emigrate, and 
some compensation for their capital assets 
and control of their private banking 
accounts; that we could have done more to 
help with trade credits; and that cultural 
support would have been almost more 
valuable than these things. 


In illustration of his last point, we would 
say that we were shown Prague by a very 
charming and amusing young woman, an 
artist, not at all politically minded. When 
we had been justifiably filled with rever- 
ence at the lovely buildings that we saw, 
she remarked with real bitterness, contrast- 
ing strangely with her usual gaiety, that 
this was the land which Mr. Chamberlain 
called unknown and without interest to 
English people. 

Politically the net result of what we 
heard was to convince us that English 
people in general have over-simplified the 


problem. It is not only a case of Germans 
against Czechs, but also of Germans 
against Germans and Czechs against 
Czechs. 


There are Czech towns today where they 
use Heil Hitler as a greeting, and are hop- 
ing that Germany will come and take 
them. Bratislava, a Czech town, has a 
branch of the German Gestapo in it. The 
existence of many thousands of Sudeten 
German refugees points to the contrary 
feeling among many Germans. 


Overcrowded Camps 


"THE refugees are maintained either in 

camps, or in private homes when they 
are fed at special centres. Some of the 
camps are very good, especially those run 
by the Red Cross and by the German 
Social Democrats. The purely Czech 
camps and the Communists’ are not so 
good. 


Anything may be called a camp, from a 
group of people living in what has been a 
hotel, to people living on the open hillside 
without any shelter whatsoever. The 


we understood that they did not attend to us 
because they did not know that our situation 
was so painful and already difficult to resist; and 
here it is, we are not aloned The brothers, the 
friends, attend to us with speed; what emotion. 
is it not true? It is afact! The beautiful tie of 
solidarity exists, the friends are at our side; the 
soul in tribulation now rests, the body is 
alleviated.” 


on account of the refugee problem and 


administration of the big funds is said to be 
bureaucratic and too cumbersome. 

All camps must indent for supplies, in- 
stead of having a trusted worker on the 
spot to order. Bales of clothing arrived at 
the end of October for some camps, but 
were not dispensed until mid-December, in 
spite of the bitter weather. 

Overcrowding in the camps is universal. 
In one of the best, nineteen people, men, 
women and children, lived in a room 14 ft. 
by 12 ft. and kept it orderly. The worst 
are the camps on the frontiers, the strips 
of land set aside to be a “no-mans-land.” 
On the Polish border 5,000 Jews are living 
and dying on the snow-covered hillside in 
trenches and no other shelter. Babies 
have been born there. 

The people not in camps are fed three 
times a day in feeding kitchens. These 
also are terribly overcrowded, but the 
food is good and the people self-helpful and 
cheerful. hb 

But one of these centres sent an urgent 
message by us to English people. There 
are people in such danger that they dare 
not register with the police, and so cannot 
be fed by the official funds. This centre 
has invented a private register of such 
people and could feed them if it had the 
money. It costs about 9d. a day to feed 
one person. 


(Continued on page 11.) 


Roosevelt Urged 
to Admit 
Refugees 


| PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT has received 
a letter from the American Section of 
the Women’s International League wel- 
coming the references in his message to 
Congress to Jewish persecution in Ger- 
many, but expressing concern “that this 
natural sense of outrage... shall not be 
wasted in futile protests and developed into 
a psychology of hate which makes clear 
and constructive action impossible.” 


“We beg you,” continues the letter, “to 
channel this energy back to the fine and 
noble tradition on which our country was 
founded, namely, to serve as a refuge for 
persecuted peoples. As a practical first 
step, we would urge you to call a special 
session of the Congress at once for the 
purpose of widening our quotas as they 
apply to the victims of European pogroms. 


LABOUR ATTITUDE 


“We recognize fully the difficulties which 
would be raised because of the labour situ- 
ation in this country. Yet we are confident 
that all wings of the labour movement 
would raise no serious objections if assur- 
ances were given that the refugees would 
be handled as a special problem. 


“We believe that the Congress would 
respond generously: since 51 Senators and 
194 Congressmen signed a petition asking 
the Secretary of State to intervene with 
Great Britain to keep open immigration in 
Palestine. Those same Congressmen would 
not ask of the poverty-stricken Arabs what 
they themselves would fail to do in this, 
the richest country in the world. 


“We know that kindness is the corner- 
stone of American character and that this 
quality, coupled with American ingenuity, 
will find a way to rescue the helpless Jews 
now tormented by the Hitler pogroms with- 
out endangering the livelihood of Ameri- 
can workers.” 


In Catalonia the need is now greater than 
ever, with the influx of refugees fleein; 
before the insurgent troops. Fron 
“F.C.B.,” in Barcelona, came this letter 
written before the entry of the Francc 
forces: 

“TI received your two letters with great joy, 
being conscious more and more that in our 
tragedy welare really not alone, for we not only 
receive your material help from time, which has 
saved our home, but also, even more appreciated. 
your brotherly and therefore very encouraging 
words, which abundantly nourish our exhausted 
spirits and strengthen us for the sharp and long 


drawn-out struggle.” 


Readers of Peace News are invited toa 
help forward this work of the WRI by send- 
ing donations to its “Food Parcels for 
Spain” Fund. (Even small contributions 
will be very welcome.) Contributions 
should be sent to: War Resisters’ Interna- 
tional, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex, 
and marked “ Parcels for Spain.” 

The parcels of food dispatched by the 
WRI are valued at 3s., 5s., and 8s. each. 


Geneva Plan for Refugees from 


Catalonia 
“The suffering and the exodus of the 
civil population of Catalonia—especially 
women, children and old people—pursuecd 
by the atrocities of aerial warfare, ex- 
hausted by exposure, illness and anxiety,” 
have led the Bureau International de la 


Paix, of Geneva, to call for: 

Temporary creation, in the north of Catalonia, 
of a neutral zone reserved for civilians; and 

Immediate appointment of an international 
commission to secure the safety of civilians, to 
assist their provision with food, and to prevent 
violence and reprisals, with a view to the return 
to a normal regime. 


Peace Worker Shot in 


Palestine 


A representative of the Peace Army, 
Hugh Bingham, was shot «in the back in 
Jerusalem last Friday. 

He had gone to Palestine with Miss Mar- 
garet Pope, another Peace Army repre- 
sentative, and both were staying with an 
Arab family. Their aim was to introduce 
pacific relations between Arabs and Jews 
and to raise the Arab social level by the 
formation of clubs and clinics, 

‘4 you can purify your system 
the garlic way 
The amazingly purifying effects of garlic were 
known 5,000 years ago in ancient Egypt. Many 
of the sturdiest peasant stocks of Southern Europe 
ati} owe much of their health to its regular use. 
But nearly everyone in Great Britain and Northern 
Europe finds ita pungent odour objectionable and 
socially intolerable. But every reader of ‘‘Peace 


News" should know that the full remedial 
virtues of this wonderful plant can be obtained 


without tainting your breath or 


person 


by the use of ALLYSOL, which {s a harmlesa, 
drugless, non-irritating but powerful internal anti- 
septic based on the active principle of garlic oll. 
It ia this of) which 1s now known to be the 
curative element in garlic. In ALLYSOL the 
resinous irritant has been removed. 


ALLYSOL 


Taken in conjunction In thls perfectly natural 
with daily meals of Way ALLYSOL under- 
fresh, sound, unspolled mines all septic condi- 

* Bed Pp tlons wherever they may 
food, ALLYSOL steadily be, and for the same 
but surely removes mor- reasons it is invaluable 


in’ Rheumatism, Arth- 
bid intestinal conditions ritis, Catarrh, Influenza, 


and enables the body to Bronchitis, Colitis, Boils, 
release its stored toxins. Pyorrhoea and many 
Allysol Odourless Tablets other disorders, 
One week’s supply Allysol Liquid 
(42 tablets) 3/- For Pyorrhoea, deep- 
One month's supply seated eatannsan’ grave 
(168 tablets) 11/- 2o0z. bottle = + 3/3 
Three months' supply 


4oz. bottle = = 6/4 
(500 tablets) 24/- Advice on request. 


POST FREE FROM 
ALLYSOL, Boxhill Rd., Tadworth, Sy. 


The No C 


an 


"THE difference between Max Plowman 
* and myself on the issue of the No 
Conscription League does not concern, as 
might seem, any fundamental principle, but 
springs from differing conceptions of the 
League’s purpose. Thus, whereas he asks 
“Why be exclusively self-concerned?” I’ 
would reply, “ The League does not ask vs 
to be self-concerned at all.” 

At the League’s inception it was clearly 
stated that its purpose was to carry on 
propaganda against conscription and not to 
protect the victims of conscription. An 
organization for the latter purpose might 
be required later, but not now. 

In that purpose the NCL is no more a 
skin-saving organization than is the PPU. 
Its purpose is to concentrate public atten- 
tion on the issue of conscription, in the be- 
lief that conscription is a grave social evil, 
the forerunner of an even greater evil— 
totalitarianism—and a méans of making 
easier the road to war. 

In other words, it will concern itself with 
precisely the same evils which concern the 
PPU. Not every member of the NCL will 
say what PPU members probably will say 
on NCL platforms, but anyone will Le 
entitled to say them. Hence the NCL will 
enable the PPU to drive home the logical 
consequences of militarism to quite new 
audiences. 

True, it is a movement of resistance, and 
in form is negative. But then so is che 
PPU. The PPU is a movement of personal 
refusal to take part in war, and so is nega- 
tive. But in actual practice it has more 
and more concentrated on causation and 
cure, and thus become increasingly con- 
structive. So it may be in the NCL; at any 
rate it is open to PPU members to make 
it such. 

It is as much a national soul-saving duty 
as looking after refugees, the only differ- 
ence being that it deals with the issue at 
the preventive stage. I am enough of an 
optimist to believe that an anti-conscription 
campaign could be made the means of 
bringing about a great national awakening 
on the causes of war and the conditions 
and meaning of peace. 

I therefore hope that both these func- 
tions—carrying enlightenment and succour- 
ing outcasts—will find wide acceptance 
within the membership of the PPU. 


WILFRED WELLOCK. 
12 Victoria Avenue, Quinton, Birmingham 32. 


During such times as these, Authority has no 
use for the masses beyond the wearing of a 
uniform for the purpose of property-protection 
and the development of the militarist State. 

The voluntary principle is, therefore, galling 
in the extreme, and is only a _ preparatory 
strategy for the inception of a compulsory order 
of government, which, aided by a willingness to 
be deceived on the part of the Opposition, can 
still retain some semblance of the constitution 
of a free country. 

Some of,us have our own ideas about the 
need for National Service, through personal ex- 
perience; but those who wish to serve in the 
cause of peace should unite with all who want 
to preserve some measure of freedom—on a 
basis of “no conscription,” even if this means 
colontal readjustment for Fascism. 

For this latter is being brought about any- 
way, and in view of present conditions at home 
and elsewhere no one should shed his blood in 
ways that benefit only the few, including those 
who are in control of Germany's former 
possessions. 

S. PEACHEY 
125 Nags Head Road, Enfield. 


A Peaceful Pact ? 


Bertram De Colonna (Peace News,’ of 

anuary 20) says, “ A step in the right direc- 
tion is the new pact between France and 
Germany, which will be welcomed by all 
true peace-lovers.” I am all for peace, but 
this pact does not mean peace; it means, as 
a matter of fact, war. 

The fruits of the imperialists who met at 
Munich are growing apace. Germany is getting 
ready to attack Russia, to get the rich Ukraine. 
She has Squared this country with a “peace in 
our time” promise and is now doing the same 
as regards France, so she may have a free hand 
to go for Russia, via Czechoslovakia. 

The Japanese are to attack on the other side 
(Siberia) to keep the Russians engaged on two 
fronts; hence the demand of one of their leading 
Generals the other week for Japan to have 
sufficient men and arms to make war upon 
China and Russia at the same time. 

Let us beware of calling something peace 
that is not peace. 

JOHN C. DEMPSEY. 

Rothwell, Kettering. 
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Tribute from Colonies 


The latest figures from the “Economic 
Journal” of December, 1937, give as a low 
estimate £1,981,000,000 as British money inves- 
ted in the British Empire, nearly half of it in 
business undertakings and rather more than 
half in Government and Corporation loans. 

This vast sum constitutes a huge vested 
interest the repercussions of which give rise 
to some of the gravest problems now con- 
fronting the world. The size of that vested 
interest will be realized when it is pointed 
out that at 6 percent the annual income from 


Catholics and 
War 


THE sooner individual Catholics realize 

that it is not the hierarchy of the 
Church that leads them, but that every 
individual member of the Church is respon- 
sible for its policy, the better. The Pope, 
like Pilate, has no authority that is not 
given him from God, and God resides in, and 
speaks through the conscience of the 
individual. 

The Catholic peace society, “ Pax,” was 
not founded by the Pope or by Cardinal 
Hinsley. It was founded by a small group 
of lay individuals whose conscience had 
been awakened, and the clergy are con- 
spicuous by their absence at their meetings, 
though a few of them are members, or 
supporters of the movement. Only an ex- 
tension of this new awakening will bring 
the Church and the Pope to affirm the 


official attitude of the Church toward war. 
A. J. NASH. 
46 Lowman Road, London, N.7. 


All should be grateful that Mr. J. W. 
Poynter is peaceful in his aims; neverthe- 
less it is a pity that he is unable to see the 
great pacifism clearly flowing from the 
great Christian principles of Roman 
Catholicism. 

The work, Church and War, by Franziskus 
Stratmann O.P., issued with the sanction of 
the archdiocese of Westminster, is excel- 
lent and worth reading even if one has not 
the religious convictions of the writer. 

The outstanding conclusion that can be 
seen clearly is that all modern warfare i¢ 
disgusting and immoral. Indeed, the writer 
is well capable of showing that the Crusades 
did not fulfil the conditions of justice. One 
point which is stressed very often in this 
work is the utter incompatibility with 
Catholic principles of one member of the 
Mystical Body of Christ seeking satisfaction 
in the overthrow of another. 

Mr. Poynter’s quotation contains the 
words, “subjects obey the State unless they 
are’ certain its cause is unjust.” One is 
never more convinced of injustice than 
when war is thought of as a medium. 

LESLIE C. BURCH. 


Cardiff Catholic Evidence Guild 
5 Wyverne Road, Cathays, Cardiff. 


May I ask the hospitality of your paper for 
the purpose of drawing attention to the publi- 
cations of Pax, six of which have now been 
issued, price 6d. each. Under the editorship of 
Donald Attwater, they are, with one exception, 
written by Roman Catholics, and it can fairly 
be said that they are representative of pacifist 
opinion within the Church. It may well be that 
members of the PPU who are responsible for 
Peace Book Shops, literature displays, &c., would 
include them in their stocks, or perhaps 
Catholics would purchase one or more for pre- 
sentation to parish libraries, guilds, and so on. 

Particulars of titles and authors, as well as 
information regarding Pax, can be obtained from 
the London Office. I would also like to ask 
for more Catholic support of Pax, which, while 
cooperating with other bodies having a similar 
purpose, is under the direction of Catholics, and 
bases its opposition to war upon Catholic theo- 


logical teaching. 
J. N. BURFOOT, 
Hon. Secretary, “Pax.” 
17 Red Lion Passage, London, W.C.1. 


|" is literally impossible to publish all 


the letters we receive. 


Other things being equal, letters of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication. 


it would be no less than £118,000,000. That 
sum has to be provided by struggling com- 
munities, often by small populations in new 
and developing countries. 

Is not this tribute the real reason why 
Britain intends to hold colonies, that this 
tribute is received in the form of goods in 
return for which no goods are exported? 

Sir Henry Page Croft’s article has con- 
vinced me more than ever that Imperialism 
is the greatest menace to world peace today. 

Cc. H. COX, 

37 Kingswood Chhise, Leigh-on-Sea. 


Peace Information 
Service 


] WRITE to welcome very whole-heartedly 
the formation of the Peace and Pro- 
gressive Information Service. As I spend 
most of my time on pacifist platforms, 
speaking and answering questions, where a 
knowledge of facts is of such vital import- 
ance, I consider that the information which 
Ben Greene is supplying, and proposes to 
supply in the future, is invaluable. 

I hope many pacifists will support his 
enterprise which, particularly in its early 
stages, will entail a great deal of hard work, 
self-sacrifice, and financial anxiety. 

It seems to me a pity that, although 
letters of a critical character have appeared 
in Peace News, none have so far been writ- 
ten expressing any appreciation of the 
valuable work Ben Greene has undertaken 


in the cause of peace. 
MARY GAMBLE. 
Grey Garth, Brant Broughtoa, nr. Lincoln. 


In his last reply Mr. Greene appears to me to 
be deltberately conveying a false impression 
by confusing Austria and Germany. It is not 
denied that many Sudeten-Germans disliked 
being incorporated into the new Czecho-Slovak 
State. But on Mr. Greene's own confession it 
was Austria they wished to be joined with; union 
with Germany was not the question. 

It is true also that Sudetenland became for a 
time part of the German Confederation that 
succeeded the collapse of the Holy Roman Em- 
pire. It did—as part of the Hapsburg territories; 
and it naturally ceased to be a part when Aus- 
tria left the Confederation in 1868. Mr. Greene 
may see little difference in being part of Ger- 
many or part of Austria: Austrians and Bohem- 
ians (Sudeten-Germans) who fought Prussia in 
1866 may well have felt the difference. 

The “German Emperor” in the days of the 
Holy Roman Empire once wore the Lombard 
crown of Italy. Does Mr. Greene think that 
Herr Hitler would be entitled to speak of the 
“re-entry” of Northern Italy into the Reich? 

Possibly the Austro-German-Sudeten question 
has been discussed enough. But my purpose in 
writing is to support Miss Macaulay's contention 
that we must be accurate and honest in our 
statements. 

R. van RAALTE, 
Group Leader, Nottinghar 
Central PPU. 
17 Albert Grove, Nottingham. 


Christ and Violence 


In his final article in the series “ Speak- 
ing Personally,” Richard Gregg refers to our 
Lord’s attitude towards dictators and a war 
of liberation. I offer the following for con- 
sideration: 

It,is true there are recorded such sayings as 
“My Kingdom is not of this world, else would 
my servants fight,” but, according to Christian 
teaching, we are to be guided more by our Lord’s 
life and example and the light given to us when 
we are sincere and single-minded. 

Our Lord's contemporary liberation zealots 
hoped that it was he who would redeem Israel 
from the Roman yoke, but when they. would 
have made him “Leader” he refused. When his 
disciples wished to use violence for his pro- 
tection, our Lord rebuked them, saying that he 
could summon more than twelve legions of 
angels if it were the divine purpose that he 
should be delivered. He was apologetic in aban- 
doning his passive attitude for the moment to 
restore the effect of violence used on his behalf. 

If the argument were left there, it might be 
said that our Lord was carrying out the divine 
purpose through an act and in a manner unique 
to himself. But St. Peter says, “Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow in his steps; who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth; who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed him- 
self to him that judgeth righteously.” 

»  W.M. CRICHTON. 

Queensborough Terrace, London, W.2. 


A®* human beings we should help the 

refugees. As pacifists we must remem- 
ber, with Gandhi, that none of the peoples 
concerned in the recent wars and persecu- 
tions have in any way embraced pacifism ; 
their miseries do not.demonstrate the 
failure or success of pacifism, but simply 
the vileness of war. 

It is as difficult for. us to help those who 
do not reject arms or protection through 
armaments as it was for Christ to help the 
Jerusalem he mourned over: “ How often 


»would I have gathered you... and ye 


would not.” Surely as pacifists, compara- 
tively few in number and not rich in 
funds, our primary duty is to preach the 
gospel of pacifism (for there is still a large 
percentage of the population who have 
never even heard of our existence). 
We must spend our energies trying to 
cut out the cancer of war, not poulticing it. 
WINIFRED GREENFIELD.,. 
36 Orchard Avenue, Parkstone, Dorset. 


Now that we have so many German children 
and other refugees here, surely there is a great 
chance to establish friendship between the 
young people of our country and these foreign 
children. 

If the principals of the schools in the neigh- 
bourhoods of the refugee camps would make it 
their business to see that their children mix with 
the refugees, so that they could have games to- 
gether and entertain each other, friendships 
would spring up. All the children would benefit 
and, because to insure peace we must make 
peace-loving citizens of our young people, ulti- 
mately the nations too would benefit. 

E. A. CHISHOLM. 

54 Lordship Park, London, N.16. 


England’s Proletariat 


In the Peace News of February 3 Nigel 
Spottiswoode states: “Unfortunately, there 
is no prcletariat in England. England is 
a middle-class nation—its working-class 
lives in India and Africa.” He does not 
define “middle class” or “ proletariat,” 
and from his statement evidently does not 
mean what Marx meant, although he is 
quoting from him. 

In a broadcast talk, reproduced in The Listener, 
13.11.35, Geoffrey Crowther defines the poor as 
those whose incomes are under £250, the middle- 
class those whose incomes are from £250 to 
£2,000; over £2,000 are the rich. His figures are 
as follows:— 


Poor Fc ee -» 18,000,000 
Middle-class BF -. 2,000,000 
Rich a 100,000 


Does that look like everyone being middle- 
class? 

In Pitman’s Business Education E. J. Bruton, 
discussing “Top Heavy Distribution,” states:— 

“The majority of workers have as their 
capital only their day-to-day cash, their insur- 
ance policies and their household goods. Of 
22,000,000, ‘occupied’ in some form of work, 
from directors to dustmen, no fewer than 
14,000,000 . . . earn less than £2 8s. per week. 

Finally, does Nigel Spottiswoode know the 
scales of assistance as administered by the Un- 
employment Assistance Board when he states 
that “even the man on the dole has a lot more to 
lose than his chains ’? 

DUNCAN CAMPBELL. 
79 Inglefield Street, 
Glasgow, S.2. 


Britain and Dictators 


In the opinion of a friend who lives an the 
borders of Northern Italy and has intimate 
friends in that country who are anti-fascist 
Italians, at present the very large minority of 
anti-fascists who want to be rid of the dictators’ 
yoke conclude from England’s foreign policy that 
she is favourable to fascism and is aiding and 
abetting its blackmail. 

An Italian said to my friend: 

“It is useless that we try to do anything 
by ourselves; we are helpless. Until we see 
that we have outside sympathy and coopera- 
tion we shall do nothing.” 

HAZELHOPE COLLIN. 
“ Windrush,” Baslow, Bakewell, Derbyshire. 
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By ARTHUR WRAGG 


ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 


brethren, ye have done it unto Me 


“Inasmuch as 
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THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups designed to achieve a 
communal peace mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give your pledge on a 
postcard:— 


I renounce war and I will never support or sanction 
another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace 
Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


The Editor’s Point of View 


The Fringe of the 


Cause 


DEFUGEES are one of the inevitable products of war. 
There are, indeed, from time to time, those who seek 
refuge from the effects of natural disasters ; but theirs 
is not the same problem as that of the refugees from 
war. Nor is it actual war alone that produces refugees. 
But it is none the less a spirit of war that makes refugees 
of people just because they happen to belong to a parti- 
cular race or religious faith or even a political group. 


Thus it is that the plight of the refugees—accentuated 
now that the Spanish war has driven thousands of 
Catalans into exile—is a special concern of pacifists. 
For they renounce war. Some of them, in fact, are them- 
selves refugees just for that very reason! Moreover, 
by the de facto practice of pacifism (in this restricted 
sense) last September, many who are not themselves 
prepared to renounce war have been made refugees 
where they might otherwise at least have had a respite 
from persecution. 


Yet there is no one practical test of the reality of a 
pacifist’s concern for the refugees. There is, on the one 
hand, a fairly obvious direct responsibility for the actual 
victims of one’s own policy ; perhaps particularly for the 
unwilling victims, but also for those who, having them- 
selves renounced war, are (either actually or in effect) 
joined in fellowship with all men everywhere who seek 
instead a new meaning and purpose in life. 


* * * 


But what anyone can do for these refugees is very 
severely limited, as reference to the various suggestions 
(on page 2 of this issue and elsewhere) will show—ex- 
haustive though those suggestions are. Even though 
innumerable committees and organizations, representing 
thousands, if not millions, of individuals, are all working 
as hard as they possibly can, they are able between them 
to touch only the fringe of the problem. That, in fact, 
is one of the heartbreaking features of their work that 
is mitigated only by the fact that even the fringe keeps 
them too busy to stop and despair and by the fact that 
even here the lighter side of human nature affords 
occasional relief. 


Scarcely more, apparently, can be hoped for from 
demands that Governments should actively aid the 
refugees, many of whom they themselves have, directly 
or indirectly, created by their policies. True, some co- 
operation must have been forthcoming from the 
Governments of those countries where refugees, in 
pitifully small numbers, have already begun new lives 
and others are destined sooner or later to find new 
homes. But such help is altogether inadequate and pro- 
portionately quite trifling. compared with the sacrifies 
forthcoming from individuals, many of whom have less 
responsibility than individual pacifists feel. 


* * * 


Yet it is not surprising. Even individuals, animated 
by some degree of humanity, do not all feel called upon 
to do more than ease a conscience outraged by ‘he 
appalling spectacle of inhumanity that is presented Ly 
the magnitude of the problem: the great majority who 
now are:so sincerely concerned have been no less sin- 
cerely unconcerned during the decades through which 
thousands have been refugees in or from States which 
would have made them train for war—war perhaps 
against the very people who were unconcerned at their 
suffering. How, then, could Governments, which are 
concerned only with policies, be expected to do any- 
thing at all drastic to relieve the misery resulting from 
policies such as they themselves not only approve but 
actively pursue? 


Thus it is that, on the other hand, pacifists no less 
consistently see their concern for refugees as being most 
effectively expressed in terms of efforts to reverse 
policies that not merely keep succour from all but 
those on the very fringe but are actually responsible for 
aggravating the problem, either immediately or ulti- 
mately. None would condemn those who are able to do 
the least bit to help the smallest handful of refugees, 
even though they can never finish their job. Let none 
either condemn those who seek to go to the root of the 
matter and remove the causes of the evil. 


Humphrey 8. Moore 
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tains much that will rejoice pacifists and, 

if it reaches the Statute Book without suf- 
fering the loss of the more valuable parts, a real 
advance in penal administration will have been 
made. It would be foolish, however, to ignore 
the gathering storm of opposition to some of its 
more progressive provisions, notably the com- 
plete abolition of corporal punishment except 
for serious offences against prison discipline. 

It will be remembered that some years ago a proposal 
of this kind was accepted by the House of Commons and 
thrown out by the House of Lords, some of whose mem- 
bers boasted that they themselves had been beaten at 
their Public Schcols and evidently considered them- 
selves good advertisements for strong measures. 

We can rely on support for this opposition from some 
at least of his Majesty’s Judges. This, of course, will 
not seriously disturb those who remember that His 
Majesty’s Judges have never been conspicuously in the 
forefront in matters of penal reform generally. 


They are apt to lose sight of their victims after sentence 
has been passed and have little opportunity of seeing 
the working out of the sentences for which they have 
been responsible. It is disturbing, however, to find 
Commissioner Lamb lending the prestige of the Salva- 
tion Army to the flogging and birching of offenders. 


* 


MHE report of the Departmental Committee 
*on Corporal Punishment (HM Stationery 
Office, 1938) contains the complete vindication 
of the proposal now made. It deals with all the 
rational arguments that have been used against 
abolition. 


The Committee’s considered verdict after hearing all 
the evidence and reviewing all the statistics was as 
follows:— 


“After examining all the available evidence, we have been 
unable to find any body of facts or figures showing that the 
introduction of a power of flogging has produced a decrease in 
the number of the offences for which it may be imposed. or 
that offences for which flogging may be ordered have tended to 
increase when little use was made of the power to order flogging 
or to decrease when the power was exercised more frequently. 
We are not satisfied that corporal punishment has that excep- 
tionally effective influence as a deterrent which is usually 
claimed for it by those who advocate its use as a penalty for 
adult offenders We do not, of course, deny that it has some 
deterrent effect.” 


Se Samuel Hoare’s Penal Reform Bill con- 


Lynch Law Danger te 


It is now being argued that, although having no special 
value as a deterrent or reformative influence, the pun- 
ishment ought to be retained because it satisfies public 
sentiment and that there will be a danger of lynch law 
becoming operative unless the public are satisfied that 
certain offences which arouse indignation are adequately 
punished. The reply of the Departmental Commission is 
as follows: 

“The idea that corporal punishment should be used as a 
special retribution for specially detestable offences has a strong 
sentimental appeal; but we could not accept it as a safe guide 
in determining which offences should be made liable to this 
form of punishment. In our view corporal punishment must 
be justified by the deterrent, not the retributive principle.” 

With regard to lynch law, if other countries can take 
the risk surely we can, and there is no corporal punish- 
ment in Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, 
Italy, Portugal and Switzerland, and none except for 
offences against prison discipline in Holland and Sweden. 
Curiously enough Norway authorizes its administration 
by the parent or guardian in the home or by the school- 
master in the school but only for offenders under 14 years 
of age. 


* 


MONG the many other provisions of the Bill 
‘are proposals for new and_ interesting 
methods of dealing with young offenders. The 
Secretary of State is empowered to set up 
Remand Centres to which young persons from 
14 to 23 years may be sent on remand or when 
committed for trial without bail. 


In 1937 no fewer than 2,694 young persons between 17 
and 21 years were sent to prison on remand and subse- 
quently acquitted or dealt with by some method other 
than imprisonment. Had Remand Centres been avail- 
able these young persons would not have seen the inside 
of a prison in 1937 and might never have seen one at all 
and in future this whole group will drop permanently 
out of the prison statistics. 


Then there is the proposal to establish Compulsory 
Attendance Centres for offenders from 12 to 21 years. 
Here an attemrt will be made to fill up with constructive 
activities the leisure of those young people guilty of some 
offence for which the Court has power to impose a fine or 
a sentence of imprisonment or who have failed to comply 
with the provisions of a probation order. 


a 


Still on the credit side of the account is the power con- 
ferred on the Secretary of State to provide places of 
residence to be known as “ Howard Houses.” To these a 
young offender between 16 and 21 years may be sent to 
live under certain discipiinary conditions while still be- 
ing free to leave the house for regular employment in 
any available job. 


Everything will depend upon the way in which these 
Houses are run, and on the character and personality of 
those who are appointed as Wardens in the first instance.’ 
The creation of the right tradition might make these 
Houses an extremely valuable method of dealing with a 
large number of young offenders. 


Of course it must not be forgotten that these powers 
conferred on the Secretary of State are permissive and 
not mandatory. The Secretary of State may establish 
Remand Centres, Compulsory Attendance Centres, 
Howard Centres, &c., but unless he is stimulated by an 
active and informed public opinion he may not! If these 
clauses become law, a continuous pressure must be main- 
tained to see that they are made operative. 


* 


THE most serious criticism which can be 

advanced against the Bill is probably that an 
important safeguard relating to Borstal sen- 
tences is removed. 


Under the terms of the Bill as drafted a Court of Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction is given power to commit to Borstal 
for three years an offender between 16 and 21 years with- 
out reference. as at present to Assizes or Quarter 
Sessions. 


Now the Borstals are excellent institutions, and they. 
do a great deal for the young offenders who are sent to 
them, but three years’ loss of liberty is a serious penalty, 
however enlightened the methods of control and educa- 
tion may be, and no young person should be deprived of 
liberty for three years without very careful considera- 
tion whether the three years is to be spent in Borstal or 
in Prison. In the view of many competent and informed 
critics the safeguard of consideration by a higher Court 
should be restored. 


A War and Peace 
Anthology—I 


MARTIN LUTHER 


Cannons and firearms are cruel and damnable 
machines. ... Against the flying ball no valour avails; 
the soldier is dead ere he sees the means of destruction. 
If Adam had seen in a vision the horrible instruments his 
children were to invent he would have died of grief. 

Table Talk. 


ROMAIN ROLLAND 


Humanity. torn asunder by five years of war, is on 
the brink of wars still more monstrous where millions of 
young lives and all the hopes of the future would be 
irremediably engulfed. If women do not fight to the last 
breath against the approaching scourge the blood of their 
sons be on their own heads. They will have been accom- 
plices in the massacre which they had not the energy to 
prevent. Nothing can excuse those who remain passive, 
weary, waiting, or resigned in the face of the greatest 
Crime in the life of the world. ‘ 

[We should be interested to know if any reader knows 
the exact reference of this quotation.] 
ARISTIDE BRIAND t 

In order to have Peace one must have faith in Peace, 
not the faith which limits itself to speeches, but the faith, 
ever active and militant, which keeps up in spite of 
anxieties and disappointments, and does so through the 
everyday victury over the constantly reappearing 
obstacles of every day. 

It is not enough to hate war: we must develop against 
it the only real defence, the defence which no fortifica- 
tions can equal, the Peace-Consciousness of the peoples, 


SENECA 


We are mad, not only individually, but nationally. 
We check manslaughter and isolated murders, but what 
of war and the much-vaunted crime of slaughtering a 
whole people? .... Deeds that would be punished by, 
us by loss of life when committed in secret, are praised 
by us because uniformed generals have carried them out. 
Man, naturally the gentlest class of being, is not ashamed 
to revel in the b!ood of others, to wage war, and to entrust 
the waging cf war to his sons, when even dumb beasts 
and wild beasts keep the peace with one another. Against 
this overmastering and widespread madness philosophy 
has become a greater effort, and has taken on strength 
in proportion to the strength which is gained by the 
opposition forces. 

Ad Lucilium. 
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Rescue —and_ Settlement [THE start oF 


in Other Lands 


WHAT THE W.R.L [IS DOING 
FOR THE REFUGEES 


A 


NOTABLE aspect of the tackling of the refugee problem is 
the work done by the War Resisters’ International on behalf 


of those whose pacifist convictions have made them refugees. 
Though not primarily a relief organization the International 
has been obliged to undertake extensive relief work in various 


countries. 


In Austria and Germany the movement 
numbered many thousands, but is now 
broken up and driven underground and 
many of the people are scattered as refugees 
throughout the world. Day by day the 
International endeavours to keep in touch 
with them and hundreds are turning to the 
International for help. 

Many have already arrived in England. 
Some are passed on to the USA; others to 
Cuba; two others, now with a baby four 
weeks old, are being cared for by the people 
of a little village in Buckinghamshire on 
the initiative of the Peace Pledge Union 
group there; another will shortly have per- 
mission to work. As the group in England 
disperses their places are quickly filled. 

While some from Czecho-Slovakia have 
also arrived in England, the International 
maintains a children’s home almost on the 
Sudeten frontier, where the little refugees 
—German, Czech, and Jewish, mixed—are 
being cared for by a little group of Czech 


pacifists. 
Amid War in Spain 

The WRI relief centre in Valencia, Spain, 
js now in charge of Mariano Sola. They 
have their own store on the quay, and hun- 
dreds of cases of milk and numerous bales 
of clothing are continually being sent by 
the International into Spain. 

Nothing is scattered indiscriminately; 
families are selected to receive regular help 
since “we cannot save all,” but “may per- 
chance save some.” Standard parcels of 
food can still be sent to Madrid and other 
places, although their transport is laborious 
and irregular, nearly always by means of 
submarines or small boats which have 
dared to run the blockade between Bar- 
celona and Valencia, so that one cannot de- 
pend on regularity or a fixed time for de- 
liveries; but nearly all of them arrive 
eventually at their destination. The amount 
missing has not reached 10 percent of the 
contents of any package, and most of them 
arrive intact. 

In Prats-de-Mollo, France, forty peopie 
have lived in safety for 12 months just on 
the French side of the Pyrenees. But to- 
day the home is overcrowded, the little 
village packed with refugees; exhausted 
women and children are on the very door- 
step. The home was costing the Inter- 
national £60 a month; it will cost much 
more now. 


South American Settlement 

On the 1,000 acres called Pital, in 
Colombia, South America, the Inter- 
national established the first refugee settle- 
ment. (See pictures on this page.) Since 
the troubles in Europe, the problem has 
been to find some place where refugees can 
live and work in peace without throwing 
other people out of employment. It is 
difficult for us in this country immediately 
to absorb more than a very few of the thou- 
sands who today are begging for shelter. 

The Republic of Colombia, which is larger 
than Germany and France put together and 
inhabited only by some fourteen million 
people, is clearly the sort of country to 
which European refugees can go and where 
their presence will be a benefit to their new 
compatriots as well as to themselves. The 
greater part of the agricultural land in 
Colombia lies between three and six thou- 
sand feet above sea-level; so, although 
tropical, it is well suited to European settle- 
ment. 

There are 26 people at present settled in 
Colombia for whom tne International is 
responsible. They are working in a moun- 


———Next Week 
The Rev. 
JAMES BARR 
**S peaking Personally”’ 


on 
PACIFISM AND THE 
EARLY CHURCH 


tain valley (Pital) 6,000 feet up and about 
20 miles from the town of Popayan. 

A general statement of the needs and 
prospects of the Settlement as it consists 
today on a cooperative basis is contained in 
a pamphlet written by Rudolph Messel, 
which can be obtained from the Inter- 
national, price 2d. 

Mr. Messel lived with the settlers in 
Colombia for some three months last year 
and got back to England just before Christ- 
mas. He will go to Colombia again if the 
International can collect sufficient money 
to transport more refugees and buy 
additional land for them to work on when 
they arrive. 


**Babies Have Faces of 


Old Men ” 


Elizabeth Shield-Collins, who recently 
visited Perpigan, on the Franco-Spanish 
border, in order to learn at first hand about 
the refugee situation, writes to say: 

“TI saw thousands of refugees who had just 
entered France. The women are worn and 
wasted and terribly tired. The babies too often 
have the faces of old men, and the old men look 
very, very old. 

“And these refugees were in France. There 
were no planes above, spitting bullets at them. .. 
Those in Spain have neither meals or clothing, 
and aeroplanes still swoop down on them, and 
the foot-hills of the Pyrenees are cold at night.” 


They Have Learned 


To Hate 


Spanish refugee children who are being 
cared for on the island of Oleron, off La 
Rochelle, have refused to eat macaroni. 
The cooks had cooked macaroni thinking 
the children would like it as a change from 
potatoes. But when it appeared the 
children shouted, “No no, Fascista, 
Fascista.”—Reuter, 7.2.39. 


ANEW LIFE... 


. .. on the newly-developed Pital estate, 
in Colombia. Above is seen the settlement, 
with the refugee tenants at work. Note 
the difference between the cleared and 
uncleared land—Man is winning in his 


struggle with Nature! After the trees and 
the undergrowth have been cleared... 


... the tractor plays its part. The plough 
and the harrow (now hauled by the 
machine, not by the horse) make ready the 
soil for the sowing, and expectations are 
now focused on its harvest. It arrives... 


Quakers’ Aid for Victims 


of Persecution 


THE problem presented by some 500,000 

Christian Jews and “non-Aryans” in 
great danger in Greater Germany is being 
tackled by the Germany Emergency Com- 
mittee of the Society of Friends. It has 
been estimated that these victims of the 
present persecution in Germany number 
about as many as those of full Jewish faith. 
(The German Jewish Aid Committee, 
another Quaker body, is concerned with 
strictly Jewish refugees.) 

Set up in 1933, the Germany Emergency 
Committee has already rescued over 6,000 
refugees. It is the principal body carrying 
out the actual work of getting Jewish 
Christians and non-Aryans out of Germany, 
as distinct from fund-raising bodies such 
as the Christian Council and Baldwin Fund. 

The refugees themselves range from 
labourers to editors, bank directors, and 
heads of businesses. The work of the com- 
mittee may be divided into the following 
sections: 

Emigration to Australia, New Zealand, Bolivia, 
San Domingo, USA, &c. 

Training and retraining for agriculture, trades, 
mechanics, &c. 

Employment: The committee investigates open- 
ings in businesses, factories, &c., and puts suit- 
able refugees in touch with prospective em- 
ployers. 

Guarantees: The committee obtains from 
friends or relatives of refugees, or others, inter- 
ested, guarantees of maintenance of refugees. 

Cooperation with joint committees for domes- 
tic workers, nurses, children, students. 

The committee has also been instru- 
mental in starting schools where highly 
qualified teachers, unable to continue their 


work in Germany, are able to use their gifts | 
in the education of children denied proper 
school facilities in Germany. 

Among the refugees already brought, 


Viennese people who are now undergoing | 
agricultural training in four centres. Two 
of the centres are likely to become self- 
supporting in two or three years if funds | 
for expansion can be used to back them | 
well now. | 


TRAINING FOR LIFE ABROAD 


These refugees number about sixty; a 
number have relatives with work permits 
here and some are making their own 
arrangements to go abroad, but the majority 
wish to remain with the group for final 
emigration. 

Besides these it is hoped shortly to 
arrange training for a group of 25 young 
Germans and Austrians in gardening and 
forestry on the Fountains Hall’ Estate, 
Ripon. Ten boy refugees, are at (or are 
about to go to) an agricultural school in 
Plumpton, Sussex. 

Boys from 14 to 18 years of age are given 
six months or more YMCA agricultural 
training, with a view to future emigration. 
The Germany Emergency Committee in- 
vestigates the cases, selects the boys and 
gets them over. They are sent to YMCA 
hostels for 6 weeks’ training, after which 
they are drafted on to farms. Fifty boys 
are at present engaged in such training, or 
have had training arranged for them. 

(Continued on page 11.) 


_ Petition in the— 
West ind 


ON'T forget the Peace Piedge 

Union drive to collect a large 
number of signatures in the West End 
of London to the National Petition 
for a new Peace Conference. The 
date is Saturday, February 25. (The 
Petition is under the auspices of the 
National Peace Council, in conjunc- 
tion with the PPU and many other 
national bodies.) 


Ten thousand copies of a “ give-away” 
leaflet will be distributed in all parts of 
the West End, drawing attention to the 
Petition and stating that it can be signed 
“outside Selfridge’s, Oxford Circus Station, 
Tottenham Court Road Station,” &c. At 
these places volunteers will be posted with 
attractively designed hand-made posters 
and Petition forms on portable beards. 


As many volunteers as possible are 
needed to help between 6.30 and 11.30 p.m. 
Names and addresses should be sent to 
John Barclay at the PPU, 96 Regent Street, 
W.1, not later than Friday next. Full 
particulars and instructions will be sent 
direct to volunteers. (Cars will be of im- 
mense value in making the se’eme a 
success.) 


It has been decided to advanc: the date 
of the rally in connexion with the com- 
pleted Petition and this will now be held 


on March 18, at 7.45 p.m., in the Queen's 
Hall (not on March 31 at the Central Hall, 
as previously announced). 


‘ 


Nameless—But 


World-Famed 


Last Wednesday 1,000 refugee men of 
science and culture were entertained to 
dinner by the Royal Society. 

During the reception by the President, 
Sir William Bragg, the names of 200 of the 
guests were deliberately muffled by the 
announcer, lest their relatives be 
persecuted. 

Nameless they were—but not unknown. 
Each had achieved fame in his profession. 

From Germany, Austria, Italy, Czecho- 
Slovakia, Spain and Hungary they had 
been rescued by the Society for the Pro- 
tection of Science and Learning, for which 
a national appeal for funds was launched 
this week. 


... first, potatoes, growing strongly 
where once was the Bush. Then, a 
year later, the second crop: maize 
this time. A new life has begun for 
some of Europe’s hunted thousands! 


The Pital Settlement, Colombia, 
covers some thousand acres. The 
Republic of Colombia is larger than 
Germany and France combined, and 
is inhabited only by some 14,000,000 
people. The’ greater part of 
Colombia’s agricultural land lies 
between 3,000 ft. and 6,000 ft. above 
sea-level — having a climate well 
suited to European _ settlement. 
Thousands of Europe’s helpless, hope- 
less refugees could find asylum and 
sustenance here. What are YOU 
doing to ensure that those who would, 
shall? 


See story, “Rescue—and Settle- 
ment in Other Lands” on this page. 


8 


os PEACE 


The Pacifist’s Bookshelf 


NEWS 


February 10, 1939 


Some Recent Publications 


EROES—IN VAIN 


The Idealism, Horrer and 
Futility of the War 
In Spain 


By J. W. COWLING 


Britons in Spain. By William Rust. Law- 
rence & Wishart, 2s. 


HEN, in July, 1936, there began the re- 
volt of the Spanish generals against 
a government elected by the people, there 
seemed to democrats throughout the world 
no doubt as to whose cause was righteous. 

A State which had lagged behind the rest 
of Western Europe, remaining in a semi- 
feudal condition, was then in the process of 
becoming not a second Soviet Republic but 
a bourgeois democracy. If ever armed 
force seemed justifiable, it was in the Gov- 
ernment’s use of it to attempt to quell the 
rebellion from the Right. 

Nevertheless, this has led to a protracted 
struggle of which the brutality has been 
matched by its tragic futility. In that 
struggle, until a few months ago, Britons 
were fighting on the “side of the angels” 
and this book records their exploits. 


vv 


* A Glorious Adventure ” 


To some the struggle made an immediate 


appeal: 

“Athletes and their friends attending the 
world-wide People’s Olympiad in Barcelona, 
which was due to open on July 20, joined in the 
barricade fighting and offered themselves to the 
militia. In the North, a group of Frenchmen 
and Poles slipped over the border to assist in 
the defence of Irun. It was a glorious adven- 
ture to help the Spanish people crush the revolt 
and, whipped up by the surging enthusiasm of 
those days; a hundred or so virile youngsters 
from half-a-dozen different countries cheerfully 
fought back reaction and military dictatorship. 
It was not yet the International Brigade, but the 
idea has been born for the first time in history.” 


(Actually it was not the first interna- 
tional volunteer force in history; a battalion 
known as the Phiftennic Legion, which 
assisted the Greeks against the Turks in the 
Thessalian - campaign of 1897, included 
British, French. Italian and some mixed 
companies.) 

Many of the younger generation of paci- 
fists will remember “the surging enthu- 
siasm of those days” as their first testing 
time. A few, not only of the younger 
generation. fell for. it. Writing of the men 
who went fram other lands to fight for the 
Republican cause, William Rust records 
that 

“For the most part they were workers; 
though some were intellectuals from the middle 
classes; in pol'tics, many were left-wing Labour 
and Communists, but other tendencies were 
moderate and Liberal, while the views of some 
could hardly be defined at all. There were men 
with military training but also others who had 
been formerly adherents of extreme pacificism.” 


A “Holy Crusade ” 


The greater part of this book is taken 
up in. descriptions of the actions in which 
the volunteers took part, and it leaves no 
doubt as to their high standard of courage. 

But individual acts of daring do not make 
war itself any less bestial. ‘“‘ Like everyone 
else.” writes William Rust, “ the British 
volunteers were afflicted by the horrible, 
dirty, seamy sides of war.” In some cases 't 
was cnly their belief that they were fighting 
for high ideals which made them fight at all. 
Read what Gilbert Taylor, of Cardiff, wrote 
in a letter home: ; 

“{ may say that I loathe everything in any 
way connected with being a soldier. I hate both 
the fact and the necessity of having to drill and 
salute and wear uniform and shoot. But I be- 
lieve quite honestly that the aid which I shail 
be asked to give within the next few months 
will help to end Fascism in Spain, and in 50 
doing will help to save England the necessity 
of making the experiment itself.” 

“Human documents” is the description 
given to the letters collected in this book, 
and the title is no mere sentimentality. A 
women whose husband died at Brunete 
wrote: 

“I have just received news about my 
husband's death. It was a great shock. I 
had hoped for the best, we were devoted to one 
another. He never lived to see his first little 
son born. He is very like his dad. I shall bring 
him up a true fighter and to hate Fascism. 

“I was talking to a friend, and she said that I 
should not have let him go. I told her that it 


was his duty and I was in favour of it, although 
1 have lost one of the best men that ever lived.” 


In those two letters is epitomised the 
tragedy of Spain, and particularly of the 
foreign volunteers. To be sure it is not the 
first time the tragedy has been played— 
men are slow to learn from their own ex- 
perience. In the early days of the Great 
War young men considered it their duty to 
fight that German militarism might be 
crushed for ever and that small nations 
might be liberated. The result was Nazism 
and Fascism, against which another “ holy 
crusade” is being waged in Spain today. 


Murder of the Innocents 


Other letters show that the “horrible, 
dirty, seamy sides of war” were not neces- 
sarily at their worst in the front line. Here 


is the view of a Sunderland volunteer: 

“Everyone must make sacrifices—I think the 
women and children bear the most, bombed and 
shelled with no chance of hitting back and 
hardly any food. Those days when we were kids 
in war-time were little beside this...” 


A Battersea man described the plight of 


the town-dwellers in greater detail: 

“If you could see an air raid on a town, I 
know that even you would redouble your efforts 
to stamp the beasts out before they start on our 
own homes and families. I was in a little town 
last week when the Fascists raided it about five 
times. 

“First came two observation planes. These 
let out a smoke signal and up came the bombers. 
With horrible deliberation they approach and 
seem to swerve so as to come right over you. 
There is a sickening wait of three or four 
seconds, and then the whole earth seems to open 
and dissolve in clouds of dust and rubble and 
bits of human bodies. 

“The noise is absolutely indescribable and 
leaves you shaking like an aspen. Then begins 
the job of digging out the survivors, and trying 


to calm down poor devils whose whole family’ 


lie beneath a heap of smoking rubble, that had 
been a home a few minutes before.” 


The desire to “stamp the beasts out,” 
though understandable, is illogical. “The 
beasts” were probably conscripts and 
therefore victims of militarism—that hydra- 
headed beast we tried to “stamp out” two 
decades ago. 

For the author of the book {a Daily 
Worker reporter), as for the volunteers 
themselves, there was no doubt as to the 
righteousness of the Republican cause. His 
enthusiasm for that cause, however, can- 
not entirely hide the fact that its protagon- 
ists, in choosing armed resistance, were 
obliged to strive for efficiency in mass mur- 
der greater than that of their opponents. 

One Londoner put the matter in a nut- 
shell when he said: “We were fighting- 
machines, not men.” It was not so at first, 
for the process of de-humanizing takes 
time: 

“Some would have liked to elect a committee 
to examine the ‘class-content’ of every order. 
But these ideas were certainly not shared by 
men of military experience, who understood that 
fighting, especially under modern conditions, 


.demands iron discipline and a high degree of 


efficiency.” 
Later, in an article on the “ delicate ques- 
tion of saluting,” the Brigade’s paper ex- 


plained that 

“A salute is a proof that our Brigade is on its 
way from being a collection of well-meaning 
amateurs to a steel precision instrument for 
eliminating Fascists.” 


Two Methods 


A similar process was at work in the 
Republican Government. Cabinets fell 
through inability to carry on the war in 
a sufficiently ruthless manner, until the 
Government of National Union was formed 
last year, “uniting all anti-Fascist forces 
with the assurance that decisive measures 
would be taken to bring about a rapid 
mobilization of man-power and material, 
and to deal with treachery and cowardice.” 

And, in the end, those who accepted the 
rebels’ challenge on the latters’ terms, and 
entrusted the democratic cause to the 
arbitrament of war, have seen their land 
become a shambles. The very fact that 
the Republican forces, aided by the volun- 
teers, have put up such a stout resistance 


has brought death from the skies to count- 
less women and children. 

To the inevitable question, “ What else 
could they have done?” two answers are 
possible. 

The Spanish people could have offered 
no resistance whatever to Franco; with all 
the social retrogression this might have in- 
volved, the price could not have been more 
terrible than that which has already been 
paid—largely by the innocent. 


Or they could have tried non-compliance 
with Franco's orders, and fraternization, 
where possible, with his conscripts. Civil 
disobedience, carried out by brave men 
without violence, has great possibilities; 
and fraternization with the Spanish con- 
scripts in the rebel army did, in fact, take 
place. 

The words of an American lieutenant 
quoted by William Rust are illuminating 
as to the conscripts’ morale. The American 
and a Spanish driver were captured by 
fifteen of the rebels. He began to argue 
with them (!) with this result: 

“They returned my pistol, and turned them- 
selves over to us as prisoners. They felt pretty 
serene about it all—I had already explained that 
prisoners of war are not harmed by our side. 
After surrendering they were happy for the first 
time since we had encountered them. They sang 
songs, and explained that all of them-—except one 
—had relatives on our side, whom they were 
very anxious to see.” 

Readiness to suffer for one’s ideals must 
be allied to some such non-violent methods 
as those suggested if it is to be effective. 


Until that lesson is learned, any attempt 
to defend democracy by waging war, be it 
with the sincerity and courage of these 
British volunteers, will be as tragic and 
futile as in Spain. Pacifists surely have a 
part to play in harnessing heroism to a 
method worthy of itself and of the ideals 
that call it forth. 


* He Laid Down His 
Life That We 
Might Live” 


THs is the title of a profoundly moving 
booklet written by Merle Eyles and 
published by the War Resisters’ Intev- 
national. It refers to Jozef Stankunas, a 
young Polish war resister, whose stcvy 
illustrates how hard is the path, in many 
European countries, of those who are .n- 
compromising in their opposition to war. 


From early childhood, when he destroy-d 
his toy sword and gun because he felt men 
should not fight, Jozef steadily resolved that 
his lifé should be devoted to the cause «f 
peace. When he reached manhood and was 
called up for training, he refused to serve. 
He was imprisoned three times. 


He won his fight. At last he was not 
only set free, but released from military 
duty. But the price he had to pay was—nis 
own life! The great privations of prison 
life had caused him to develop consump- 
tion, which on his release was found to ve 
far advanced, He and his old mother were 
desperately poor, and although the War 
Resisters’ International and other friends 
did all they could to help, it was impossible 
to save him, After an heroic struggle re 
died in Wilno hospital on December 7, 1938. 


Every pacifist should read his story, 
simply and vividly narrated by Merte 
Eyles, The War Resisters’ International, :1 
Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex, will very 
gladly send the booklet which contains a 
photo of Jézef and a copy of a deeply 
moving letter from his grief-stricken old 
mother, to any reader of Peace News who 
will write to the above address. 

Cc. H. LL 


Can Propaganda Save Peace? 


Propaganda Boom. By A. J. Mackenzie. 
Right Book Club, 2s. 6d. 


VIE. A. J. MACKENZIE has the instinc- 

tive genius for understatement which 
is the British characteristic in politics, par- 
ticularly in Conservative politics, just as 
overstatement is the distinguishing mark 
of the modern German or Italian states- 
man. This is his criticism of Britian’s post- 
war policy :— 

Britain experimented in unilateral disarma- 
ment without persuading other countries to 
follow suit. It may be that her policy failed be- 
cause she did not show in the political and 
economic spheres a similar readiness to lead the 
world. 

Shall we be told in twenty years’ time 
that in 1939- we experimented in political 
and economic conciliation (preferably at 
other people’s expense) but that it may be 
that we failed because we did not show in 
the sphere of unilateral disarmament a 
similar readiness to lead the world? 


But I suggest, on the strength of the two 
sentences quoted above, that Mr. Macken- 
zie should be commissioned to write the 
propagandist history book which will 
obviously be necessary if his proposals are 
adopted. 


In the second, and most interesting, 
section of Propaganda Boom the author 
describes the post-War development of 
propaganda by Russia, Italy, and Germany. 
Many important facts are given, although 
one would like to know on what facts Mr. 
Mackenzie bases his assertion that the 
Peace Pledge Union, among other peace 
organizations, has come under Communist 
influence. A striking picture emerges of 
the modern propaganda-machine in all its 
ruthlessness. 


The sort of propaganda used by govern- 
ments to dragoon public opinion is shown 
to be a grave danger to democracy and any- 
thing that can be described as freedom of 
thought. Mr. Mackenzie’s only excuse for 
pleading that we should adopt it is the 
usual one—we are in an uncommonly 
sticky situation and we must use propa- 
ganda to get us out of it: 

Measures such as these will be opposed on the 
grounds that they constitute dangerous dabbling 
in the methods of the dictatorships; that they 
mean enlisting “ Satan to fight Sin.” Admittedly 
they are drastic proposals. But they would be 
accepted as a matter of course in war: so in 
these perilous months, perhaps even years, when 
the issue is in the balance, they should be em- 
ployed to weight the scales for peace. 

Exactly how propaganda weights the 


scales for peace is not revealed. It has 
yet to be seen whether mild insistence on 
our own merit will stand up to the brilliant 
aggressive propaganda of such accom- 
plished manipulators as Dr. Goebbels. In- 
deed, Mr. Mackenzie’s own survey gives 
me an uneasy feeling that in propaganda- 
war, as in the other forms, attack is the 
best defence. 

The extreme vulnerability of the democ- 
racies to hostile propaganda can only be 
appreciated when the facts of their foreign 
policy are fully understood. Mr. Macken- 
zie clearly states that we are to have a re- 
armament programme with which we can 
“speak in the language that the dictators 
most readily understand.” It is simply 
staggering that he does not attempt to 
defend himself against the obvious objec- 
tion that our war-preparations quite effec- 
tively cancel out our peace propaganda. 
A million a day on armaments, bombing 
and shooting in the Empire, and the forma- 
tion of military alliances obviously and 
openly directed against the totalitarian 
states, provide abundant material for hos- 
tile propaganda. Hitler’s speech at Nurem- 
burg on September 12th, 1938, was a good 
example of what is possible in this 
direction. 


But although he would have us threaten 
war, if necessary, Mr. Mackenzie is aware 
that war means “the negation of democ- 
racy. It cannot be won by democratic 
methods . . . even for the victors the em- 
phasis on control is vastly increased . . . 
It is farcical therefore, to talk of a war to 
end war, when conflict means the complete 
mobilization of the nation and the ruthless 
conscription of citizens.” 


Mr. Mackenzie is obviously right in 
maintaining that if you have rearmament 
you must have propaganda. But in admit- 
ting that war cannot end war and that war 
is the destroyer of democracy, he has 
robbed himself of the only slogans that 
are likely to persuade the ordinary man or 
woman to become part of the war-machine. 


Roy Walker 
BOOK 
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Plan for a Real Cooperative 


formation of centres throughout the 

country, but so far little has been 
done, groups always saying that they can- 
not affori it. But such centres, if formed 
in the right way should actually be a sav- 
ing. 

There must be many groups with a num- 
ber of wage-earning members who would 
be willing to live together in a community. 
This would immediately produce a saving 
in rent and living expenses. If 200 groups 
saved £1 a week, the total saving would be 
over £10,000 a year. This money should be 
spent in the direction of making the mem- 
bers of the PPU less dependent on society 
for their upkeep. 

Most groups could rent an allotment for 
a few shillings a week on which they could 
grow their own supply of vegetables, 
saving considerably more than they spend 
on the allotment. Part of their savings 
could be sent to a central fund for the pur- 
chase of land on which wheat could be 
grown, and possibly cattle and poultry. 


iE: HERE has been much talk about the 


‘The produce of this farm would be sent to 


the groups who would thus save on their 
grocer’s and butcher’s bills, and with the 
money saved more land could be bought. 

The essential process is: live at asalowa 
standard as possible and with the money 
saved buy productive property. 

The more each community can achieve a 
balance of income over expenditure, the 


Palestine 


A Zionist Replies 
to Capt. Mumford 


(*APTAIN MUMFORD begins with a 

reference to the war pledges to Jews 
and Arabs, but refrains from expressing an 
opinion as to whether Palestine was 
promised to the Jews alone or to the Jews 


as well as to the Arabs. 

It is a pity, for if he has made a comprehensive 
study of the subject, he must be aware of the 
fact that every British Government since the 
War has categorically denied that Palestine was 
included within the territories promised to the 
Arabs in the negotiations with the late King 
Hussein. 

A perusal of the various accounts of the 
deliberations of the Peace Conference will 
further establish the fact that King Feisul, who, 
as Emir Feisul, represented the Arabs at the 
Peace Conference in 1919, made it clear in his 
address to that gathering that Palestine was not 
promised to the Arabs and indeed, as is well 
known, he was prepared to contemplate in 
friendship and amity the restoration of the 


Jewish people to their ancient homeland. 
td = * 


When Captain Mumford asserts that Palestine 
was or is an Arab country and that it should not 
have been promised to the Jews, he is flouting 
realities and all sense of proportion. 

Up till 1917, Palestine had for centuries been 
under the domination of the Turks; for centuries 
the country had been desolate and neglected, and 
its people subjected to a feudal regime which, 
for its cruelty and barbarity, would find a 
parallel only in the medizwval Dark Ages. 

As a result of the War, through the sacrifices 
of the Allies and more especially of Great 
Britain, an Arab Empire has been built up in 
Arabia, in Trans-Jordan, in Iraq, and before 
long also in Syria, which, by its extent of 
1,150,000 square miles, represents a dominion 
which is greater than the West of Europe, but 
which is only occupied by 13,000,000 Arabs. 

Having established this spacious luxuriousness 
for the Arab nation, were the Versailles states- 
men really so unreasonable when they sought to 
reserve that little country of Palestine, which is 
only 10,000 square miles in size, for the race 
which has made that country illustrious in 
ancient times and which today suffers from the 
results of homelessness and persecution all over 
the word 

. * * 

Captain Mumford refers to the resurgent 
nationalism of the Arab people;. he could not 
have inquired into the real character of the 
present revolt. 

The British Government have repeatedly 
stated in the House of Commons that vast funds 
have been supplied to the rebels by the agents 
of Mussolini and Hitler. 

As to the Jewish refugees, Captain Mumford 
resorts to the now well-known device of recoin- 
mending “some other country.” 

Experience has, however, shown that such 
homes have proved only temporary asylums 
pending a new wave of anti-semitism, and the 


* Jews of the world have never found, it possible 
*to look upon these asylums as real Jewish 


centres, as alternatives for a Jewish National 
Home. 

Only Palestine can put an end to Jewish home- 
lessness, and in spite of all its difficulties, 
Palestine remains today the only country which 
could in the short pace of twelve months pro- 
vide a refuge for at least 100,000 Jews, and few 
experts will deny that Palestine could in the 
course of one generation find a home for 2,000,000 
Jews without displacing any of its present 
inhabitants and without damage to their position 


and standard of life. 
L. BAKSTANSKY 


System 
says 


NIGEL 
SPOTTISWOODE 


more it will be able to support those who 
wish to put into practice non-cooperation 
with the military machine. Some of these 
people will eventually be able to find less 
warlike work outside, while others in in- 
creasing numbers will be absorbed into this 
new cooperative system. 


ry 


jN what way is this system different from 

the existing cooperative movements? 
In one essential. If you buy through the 
“co-op.” you get a dividend. This dividend 
represents in the first instance part of the 
profit which would normally be paid to 
the shareholders. °In other words, the 
members of the “ co-op.” become the share- 
holders. 

But the dividend also represents the de- 
pression of the wage level of the people 
employed by the “co-op.” and in.so far as 
the “ co-ops.” purchase goods from the col- 
onies or other cheap labour areas, its mem- 
bers are benefiting by the exploitation of 
others. 

Furthermore, the payment of dividends 
restricts the capital development of the 
cooperative movement—that is the pur- 
chase of further means of production. And 
in so far as their capital funds are invested 
in interest-bearing bonds rather than in 
property, they are hindering rather than 
assisting the downfall of the capitalist 
system. 

If the cooperative movement is to be a 
moral and economic force in the country, its 
appeal must be moral and not selfish. The 
members of the movement must accept as 
low a standard of living as possible; mor- 
ally, in order to equalize their position with 
the colonial workers on whom they are 
living; and materially, in order to expand 
their productive property as rapidly as 
possible. 

What would be the results of such a 
movement of the economic and social struc- 
ture of fhe country and of the world? In 
the first place it will mean that groups who 
adopt this system of community living will 
have to exercise considerable self-discipline 
in order not to fall into the trap of using 
the economic gain produced by group living 
for their own benefit. 

Wealth equals work plus something you 
get out of the ground. Useful wealth is 
anything that people want to consume or 
use. There are degrees of development be- 
tween the raw material and the finished pro- 
duct, each stage requiring the addition of 
work. Thus to provide people with work 
it is necessary to have access to supplies of 
raw materials or of partly manufactured 
goods, the work being used to transform 
them into finished products. 

Any group of people who have the use 
of property (i.e., land and suitable plant) 
can go on producing raw materials (wheat, 
iron, coal, or whatever is in or under the 
land) almost indefinitely and practically 
without economic contact with the rest of 
society. But semi-manufactured goods 
have to be bought and paid for each time. 
Hence the importance of the ownership of 
property. 

* 


¥ ET us consider the formatién and func- 

tioning of such a unit in, say, a 
medium-sized provincial town. Suppose 
that eight or ten wage-earning members 
who live in flats, lodgings,.&c., decide to 
form a community. . 

Having found a suitable house not too 
far from anyone’s work, and having moved 
into it, they will find that they are collec- 
tively saving considerably on rent and 
living costs. The members must come to 
some agreement among themselves as to 
the financial needs of each of them, and 
whatever is earned over and above this 
should be paid into a common fund. The 
next job is to find a suitable site for the 
vegetable plot. 

Perhaps some member of the PPU group 
who is not ready to go to the length of 
community living may be willing to lend 
part of his’ garden for this purpose; other- 


wise it will mean renting an allotment. A 
small amount of capital expenditure will 
be needed for the purchase of tools, seeds, 
&e. 

By the time the garden is supplying all 
the vegetable needs of the unit a consider- 
able further saving will have been made 
in the weekly expenditure. The problem 
then arises: What is to be done with the 
money saved? 

This, of course, will depend very much 
on local conditions; if there are people in 
the locality who are doing work to which 
they have conscientious objections, it 
should be possible for the community to 
support some of these. But even so, if 
they are to be provided with useful work, 
further property will have to be purchased. 

Since the object of this community 
system is that it should expand, taking 
over more and more of the means of pro- 
duction at present controlled by private 
interests, it is clear that an essential part 
of the process is the selling of goods pro- 
duced by the communities to the outside 
public. 

Considerable care will have to be exer- 
cised here, since the cry will go up that 
we are putting people out of jobs. If we 
sell the right kind of goods in the right 
places, this will not be true. 

It will be a matter for each group to 
decide what goods produced by itself or by 
other groups are sold in its own locality. 
In country districts, where most of the food 
sold in the shops is produced locally, it 
would be wrong to create too much com- 
petition in this direction; for, generally 
speaking, very little profit is made in this 
country from agriculture. 

However, in places where most of the 
food is bought from chain stores which 
usually make a large profit, a campaign 
could be started for the purchase of food 
produced by our cooperative system. The 
appeal to the public should not be that 
they will get their food cheaper, but that 
by buying it from us they are withdrawing 
their support from the exploitive system 
of production—a system which is not only 
wrong in itself but that which leads 
inevitably to war. 

* . 
LJNDER the present capitalist system, we 
exchange our labour for goods which 
we consume, thus perpetuating the system 
and conniving in its evil. 

The continuation of this process depends 
on the ability of the interests controlling 
production to persuade their lowly-paid 
workers to spend all their wages on 
commodities. It can only be overcome by 
sacrifice on our part; if we are prepared to 
restrict our standard of living we can 
exchange part of our labour for raw 
materials and the means of production, 
thus becoming more and more our own 
masters. 

If we can do this, we may be able ulti- 
mately to freeze the old system out of 
existence. It will be a long and difficult 
process involving continual conflict with 
the forces of coercion and violence. But 
it will at least enable us to show the mass 
of indifference and apathy which con- 
stitutes the majority of this country that 
we are prepared‘to put our beliefs into 
action now. 


FOR 


A Plea for Peace 


MADHOUSE 
MILLION. 


The Crisis of Civilization 
By G. F. MORTON, .4A., B.Sc., D.es.L. 


A penetrating analysis of 
problems which concern us all 
and a highly important contri- 


bution towards their solution 
JARROLDS - LONDON - 8 /6 net 
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Glimpses of Life 
Abroad 


FINLAND 


By An American 


EXCEPT in the mountains of California 

and the north central States o1 
America, I have never seen such beautitul 
trees as grow in Finland. A Finnish 
woman who spoke English described them 
to me as “Finland’s Green Gold.” And 
they are indeed. Lumber is one of Fin- 
land’s main exports. 

I shalt never forget my tour of Helsinki 
(Helgingfors) ; it was so different from 
ordinary tours. The guide hurried my 
party by fishing boats and statues, through 
churches and art galleries, until we came 
to the new parliament house, 

Here he lingered. We went through 
every room and he painstakingly showed 
us the panelling, the doors; each room 
being done in different woods. 

The rooms of the women members of 
Parliament were designed by the womer 
themselves. There was indirect lighting, 
sound proof walls, and loud speakers in 
the smaller rooms. 


Modern Voting 

The large central room is semi-circular 
like the Senate or the Representative 
assembly rooms of the Congress of the 
United States. But the voting in Finland 
is not by voice but silently by electricity. 
It is said to be the most modern parliament 
building in Europe, and I can well believe 
it. No wonder the guide was proud of it. 

Another beautiful modern building is the 
railroad station. It was designed by 
Saaranen, who won the second prize for 
the Chicago Tribune building in Chicago in 
1914. 


Lovers of Art 

The Finns value not only fine buildings 
but fine paintings, sculpture and music. As 
proof of this the Government for many 
years has given Jan Sibelius a pension to 
leave him free for his creative work. 

One must be careful crossing the streets. 
I was afraid for my life most of the time; 
not because the trams and cars go so 
swiftly but because they run so silently. 
They just seem to creep up on one. When 
one gets used to it it is very soothing tc 
the nerves. But you have to watch. 


.Great Sportsmen 

The necessary farm work and having to 
make the most of the short summer have 
made the Finns a hardy people. They are 
fond of games and sports of all kinds. 

They are most pleased that the next 
Olympic Games will be held in their 
country. They are already preparing for 
them. I heard a programme over the 
radio, direct from Helsinki, describing the 
preparations they are making. . They are 
constructing a village outside Helsinki 
specially for the visiting athletes. They 
will also build two new hotels in Helsinki : 
one by the city, and one a cooperative 
hotel—a new venture for the cooperatives. 
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John Barelay 
“NO TIME FOR 


A VISIT to this office from Richard 
Bishop, chairman of the Welsh PPU, 
always means an addition to my fund of 
good stories and a general feeling that the 
world is a friendlier place than it was be- 
fore he came in. He left the following com- 
ment on the “Crisis” of September last:— 

“Peace in our time’—he said, 

I wonder if its his or mine? 

For I am only twenty-three 

And he is sixty-nine! 

We need humour, great gusts of it! The 
world is aching for laughter and going mad 
for lack of it. A mere recital of the econo- 
mic difficulties and political intrigues will 
get us no new members now. We must be 
able to offer them the sanctuary of human 
understanding and sympathy. 

* * * 


There is a new spirit abroad, a spirit of 
reconciliation which brings with it a 
passionate desire to succour the defence- 
less. It is not just coincidence that as the 
refugee problem increases, so do offers of 
help. It is the direct result of the opening 
of the flood gates of pity. Never has pity 
been so universally needed or so liberally 
given. 

Our work, it seems to me, is to link up 
renunciation of war with demands for ser- 
vice. National Service is peace-making. 
Let us concentrate on exposing the utter 
futility of war (not its horrors), and at the 
same time call for the whole-hearted sup- 
port of the British people behind our cam- 
paign for active peace-service. 

* * * 

Let every group of the Peace Pledge 

Union embark on a local campaign at once. 


The Group 
Secretary’s 


Says: 
TEARS !” 


Swamp the district with literature, arrange 
meetings and debates, capture the imagin- 
ation of those who are longing for action 
and give them the lead for which they are 
waiting. 

What we need is alternative service to 
war service. This does not simply mean 
propaganda work as generally understood, 
but a form of social work which is continu- 


Weekly 
Notes 


Campaign will be the Publicity Van, 


Once interest has been aroused, 
there is great opportunity for 
the local group to follow up. 
Will any individual PPU 
members not attached to a 
group, who would like the van 
to visit their village, please 
write as soon as possible to 
David Spreckley at Head- 
quarters. 


September for work in country districts. By this method many districts 
were covered last year which. otherwise might never have heard of pacifism: 


ous in peace or war (for example, blood 
transfusions). 

Our answer to critics should be that a 
pacifist has no time for digging trenches in 
case a war should come as he is already en- 
gaged on work of national importance— 
peace work! 

5 * * 
Summer Camp and Conference 

We have fixed the dates for our Summer 
Camp, July 29—August 8, which includes }3 
the Bank Holiday weekend. This year we 
shall be holding an international camp, 
planning to cater for 350—150 of whom will 
be from foreign countries. I hope that full 
details regarding the site will be available 
by next week, so book the time! 


Our Publicity Van 


Again one of the chief features in the PPU Summer Propaganda 


which will be available from May to 


Group News from the Four Corners 


RITAIN was likened to a converted 
burglar sitting on his swag and saying 

to the rest of the world “Thou shalt not 
steal,” by W. Oliver Brown, well-known 
Scottish Nationalist, at a meeting held in 
the YMCA Rooms, Kirkintilloch, on Wed- 


nesday of last week. 

Mr. Brown thought an emergency world con- 
ference snouid be called immediately, to which 
all nations shoule. be invited. If they talked 
together now, they would talk in time to prevent 
another war. 

Britain, France, America and Russia owned be- 
tween them three quarters of the earth’s surface, 
leaving the remaining quarter to the other 64 
nations. As long as these conditions remained, 
there would be no real peace. 

The Rev. C. Vincent Williams spoke chiefly on 
Spain. The Government, he said, should have 
let the insurgents take over, but should have 
refused to cooperate, and thus achieve victory 
without war. A brief speech was also made by 
A. B. Kirkwood, last year’s Glasgow PPU 
Treasurer. 


Central London Region 


A CENTRAL London Region has now 

been formed, consisting of the N.W.1 
and W.C.1, W.1, S.W.1 and City groups. It 
is hoped that other groups within the area 
will join later. 

A meeting of members of all groups interested 
in the region is to be held at 7.30 p.m. on Tues- 
day, February 21, in the Dick Sheppard Me- 
morial Club, King’s Weigh House, Thomas Street, 
W.1., when various proposals for different activi- 
ties for the region will be discussed and a pro- 
gramme worked out. Secretary of the region, 
pro tem, is Philip F. Dyer, 2, York House, 
Theobald’s Road W.C.1. 


Glasgow and National Service 


GLASGOW Region is hoping to hold a 
public meeting in the McLellan Gal- 
leries a week after Sir John Anderson has 
made his National Service appeal in St. 


Andrew’s Hall next Tuesday. 

It is intended to distribute leaflets at Sir John 
Anderson’s meeting, announcing the PPU meet- 
ing and giving reasons for being opposed to 
National Service. 


The Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club 


Restaurant 


in the buildings of The King's Weigh 
House Church, Thomas Street, Oxford 


Street, W.1 (two minutes from 
Selfridge's), is OPEN DAILY (except on 
Saturdays) from 3.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 
to Members and non-Members alike. 


* 


The Club has rooms that can be 
hired. . 


THE annual general meeting of the 

Walthamstow and Highams Park 
groups will be held in the Friends’ Hall, 
Greenleaf Road, Walthamstow, on Febru- 
ary 14 at 8p.m. After formal business Roy 


Walker will give a short address. 

It is hoped to bring a new literature scheme 
into operation shortly whereby for 9d. per 
quarter the local group will deliver to members 
once a fortnight the latest booklet or pamphlet 
issued by one of the several pacifist organiz- 
ations and costing from ld. to 6d. 


Canon Morris in Nottingham 

NTEREST in the meeting held in 

Nottingham on January 23 was aroused 
by a poster parade organized by the local 
group on the previous Saturday. 

The meeting was addressed by Canon Stuart 
Morris and Maurice Rowntree, who both spoke 
on the need for a world conference. Maurice 
Rowntree outlined the possible foreign policies 
and emphasized the need for a real understand- 
ing of the mentality of the people supporting 
dictators, and for the realization that war would 
not destroy dictators but the people who really 
desired peace. 

Canon Morris showed how the method of 
conference had succeeded at Munich, rather 
than the threat of violence. Having made this 
first step democracy had the chance to show 
Europe the way to real peace. 

But the present policy of using the peace 
respite for piling up armaments was the best 
way of ensuring that there would not be peace 
in our time. They themselves must be willing, 
along with the poorest democracy in Europe, to 
make sacrifices for peace. 


Ilford Public Meeting 

A PUBLIC meeting was held by the 

Ilford group in the Ilford Town Hall 
recently. Ten thousand leaflets were 
printed and distributed in the town by 
members of the group, and posters adver- 
tising the meeting were displayed on 
hoardings at various points. 

The first speaker was the Rev. R. Sorensen 
whose main theme was that war would never 
complete:y defeat a nation. If England were 
defeated in war the people would continue to 
resist their victors Why not, said Mr. Sorensen, 
prepare to use this type of resistance instead of 
violence. 

He was followed by Canon Stuart Morris who 
deprecated the pessimistic attitude of many 
people today. He said we could not support a 
policy of “Hope for the best and prepare for 
the worst” for our preparations were the means 
by which we expressed our hopes. Con- 
sequently if we prepare for war we shall have 
war. 

Mr. S. J. Russell, warden of Kingsley Hall, 
Dagenham, was chairman. 


Swanscombe Debate with Toc H 


EMBERS of the Swanscombe and 
Gravesend groups debated recently 
with the Swanscombe Unit of Toc H. The 
motion * That Pacifism is the only way to 
lasting Peace” was carried by eleven votes 
to four. 
The proposer was Basil Painting, and the 
seconder Donald Port. The chairman, Mr. 


William Pallant, expressed the wish that further 
discussions should be arranged. 

The National Petition is being pushed, and 
has the support of the Swanscombe Brother- 


hood. 
Peace News are distributed to members and 
there are now over two dozen regular readers. 


Cheltenham Town Parliament 
MOVING a motion in a session of the 
Cheltenham Town Parliament that the 
“National Government’s rearmament pro- 
gramme was not a contribution to world 
peace,” Nigel Spottiswoode, speaking for 
the PPU, asserted that the British Empire 
was directly responsible for the dictator- 
ship of certain countries. 
He said that all peoples had the same desires. 
Non-access to raw materials was a primary 


cause of war. 
The motion was carried both in the “House” 
and among the public. 


Cardiff and Refugees 
CARDIFF group is especially interested 
in the refugee problem. Two children 
are expected shortly to stay with two 
members and he supported by other 


members of the group. 

A committee of five PPU members, four FoR 
members, and four members of the Society of 
Friends has been formed to arrange a home for 
eight others. One member of the FoR has 
offered a portion of her house. Financial aid 
and gifts of bedding are now wanted. 


Bexley Petition Campaign 
GRouPS of the PPU in Bexley, Bexley- 

heath and District recently called a 
meeting of organizations at which it was 
decided to organize a house-to-house can- 
vass of Bexley Borough for signatures to 
the National Petition for a New World 
Conference. 

Volunteers are now urgently needed for the 
canvass—over 100 are wanted. Names should 
be sent to E. H. Deslandes, 60, Lansdowne 
Avenue.—or E. D. Walton, 10 Jenton Avenue, 
Bexleyheath 


University Notes 


Cambridge Group 


Formed 


A’ a meeting held in the Wesley 

Library, Cambridge, a group of the 
PPU was formed by the University. Pre- 
viously the University members had been 
incorporated in the Town group, but it was 
felt that the University had a definite 
function to perform, and that it was desir- 
able to have a separate group. 

After a meeting held under the chairmanship 
of Dr. Alex. Wood, and addressed by John Bar- 
clay on the subject of “National Service,” a short 
meeting of university members was held, also 
under Dr. Wood's chairmanship, and a committee 
of eight was elected to discuss and present a 
report on constitution and procedure. 

J. C. Hatch, of Sidney Sussex College, was 
elected secretary, and it is hoped that any uni- 
versity members or sympathisers will get in 
touch with him if they were not present at the 
meeting. 


ETM 
Under the Oak Tree 


A TRAGIC 


CONTRAST 
immit By Theo Wills 


VOU got soaked on the way, you have 

missed your train, there is a bitter 
wind blowing, the waiting-room fire is a 
mockery and you have two hours to wait. 
You are permeated with cold ard were 
never so miserable in your life. 

But compare your case with that of the 
Spanish refugee child on the frontier. He 
has been undernourished for months, has 
been without roof for days, and is now 
spending the night on the frozen ground. 
The child next to him is already dead and 
he himself may be so before morning. 

And those frozen children might be any 
of our children at Basque House but for the 
impulse of those who are fighting coldness 
and cruelty by harbouring and maintain- 
ing them here. 

* Ed * 
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The contrast comes home more violently on 
such an occasion of special warmth and friend- 
liness as this, just passing, our fourth monthly 
home-concert. It is hard to entertain even for 
a moment the thought of these warm, intelligent, 
amiable little creatures who performed for us 
being battered and frozen out of life. 

And it seemed today, with an audience once 
again thronging our theatre to the very edge 
of the acting space, shephered by stewards from 
our newly formed club of local voluntary 
helpers, impossible that they should be. 

But their security, though maintained with 
much generosity, still costs a struggle... 


O green Basque mountains, 
Bearing high among you 

My home! 

Today, far from my native land, 
With fervour I would sing to you. 


Poor little white house! 

There in my village 

Where my mother is waiting for me to come 
home! 

Poor little white house! 

Blessed for ever, 

Blessed be! 


I could not refrain, inconsequentially perhaps, 
from quoting this translation of a moving little 
song they sang. The mother is no longer in the 
home, but a fugitive herself. 

Of our further needs and deeds, more shortly. 
In the meantime we make a_ preliminary 
announcement of a concert tour our travelling 
troupe is making in Manchester and district in 
the last week of this month and the first of next. 

s * a 


This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London, W.1. Tbey will b2 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


The Notice Board 
Items must be received by MONDAY. 


Meetings 


Peckham.—Meetings held every Wednesday, 8 
p.m., Friends’ Meeting House. 

Honor Oak Park group meets in the Dick Shep- 
pard Centre, 386 Brockley Road (corner of 
Eddystone Road) every Tuesday at 8 p.m. Group 
leader: Ronald H. Smith, 15 Courtrai Road, S.E.23. 

r 


Poster Parades 


Bournemouth.—Special parade for National 
‘Petition Week on February 25. All members 
meet Friends’ Meeting House, Avenue Road, at 
3.15 p.m. 

Volunteers wanted for special parades to 
awaken public interest in the sufferings of 
Sudeten refugees. Held every Monday from 
6.45 p.m. from Dick Sheppard Memorial Club, 
Thomas Street, W.1. Refreshments before and 
after the parade obtainable at the club. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 


Wanted: 100 volunteers to sell outside Albert 
Hall, London, February 23, 6.30—8 p.m. (League 
of Prayer and Service’. Offers to W. Millman, 
City PPU group, 13 Paternoster Row, E.C.4. 
Volunteers assemble on steps at back of hall. 

Kings Heath.—Selling in this district has com- 
menced. More sellers are required between 2.30 
and 5 p.m. on Saturdays. Write A. G. Sparkes, 
43 Forest Road, Mosely, Birmingham, 13. 

Bradford.—Volunteers wanted every Saturday. 
Meet outside Brown and Muffs (Tyrell Street 
entrance) at 2.30 p.m. Names and addresses to 
J. Ibson, Dale Garth, Daleside Road, Thornbury, 
Bradford. 

Sheffield.—Urgent, on Fridays, between 5.45 
and 8.30 p.m. at corner of Fargate and Leopold 
Street. Volunteers are asked to notify Geoffrey 
Pickup, 25, Change Alley, Sheffield, 1, not later 
than the previous Monday. 


Miscellaneous 


Will all interested in formation of a group in 
Smethwick please communicate with: Eric S. 
Sandford, 44 Broomfield, Smethwick, Staffs. 
| Cardiff.—Every Tuesday, the Friends’ Meeting 
House, 43 Charles Street, will be open from 
7 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. for peace work. Make this 
a centre for PPU efforts. 

Offers of hospitality for refugee friends 
urgently needed from London Area, particularly 
for short periods of a night or two, to take 
them on arrival in London before travelling on 
to other parts of the country. Write to: War 
Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 
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February 10, 1939 


Fortheomin: 
Kvents 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select tor publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 


Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s addrrss)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Friday, Feb. 10 
LONDON, W.1; 6.30 p.m., Dick Sheppard Me- 
morial Club, Thomas Street; Roy Walker on 
* Persuasion under Pressure"; PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m., 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
discussion with local Labour Party on “ Foreign 
Policy "; PPU. 
GREENFORD; 8.30 p.m., Coston’s Lane Schoo}; 
Rev. R. W. Sorensen; PPU 


Saturday, Feb. 11 
PENZANCE; 8 pm., St. John’s Hall; George 
Lansbury; PPU. 


Sunday, Feb. 12 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE; 8 p.m., The City 
Hall, Northumberland Road; Vera _ Brittain, 
Maurice Browne, and J. Harvey Robson (chair- 
man) on “ Which way to Peace?”; PPU. 
NELSON; 8 p.m.. Palace Theatre; Canon Stuart 
Morris and Wilfred Wellock; chairman: Alder- 
man R. Bland (Mayor of Nelson); PPU. 


Monday, Feb. 13 
BOURNEMOUTH; 7.45 p.m., Friends’ Meeting 
House; Miss Betty Elliott-Lord on ‘“ My Pacifism”; 
discussion; FPU. 

HACKNEY; 8 p.m., Wick Mission, Daintry Street; 
Leonard .oHey, R. H. Pownall, Mrs. B. R. Pow- 
nall and James Gee; chairman: Herbert H. 
Mullett; PPU. 

LIVERPOOL; 8 p.m., Knotty Ash Congregational 
Church; John R. Ensor on “The Christian Atti- 
tude to National Service”; FoR. 


Tuesday, Feb. 14 


TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m., Open-air meeting: M. 
W. Briar and W. G. Millman; City PPU group. 
LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 p.m., Friends House, 
Euston Road; Julius Lewin on “Steps toward 
self-government in Africa”; Peace Committee of 
London Fricnds. 

BLACKPOOL; 7.30 p.m.. Methodist Church, 
Dickson Road; Laurence Housman, Canon Stuart 
Morris and J. Percival Davis (chairman); PPU, 
FoR. and Society of Friends. 

BISHOPBRIGGS; 7.45 p.m., Kenmure Men’s Own 
Hall; J. D. McLean, Professor G. H. C. Macgregor 
and Dr. John Winning (chairman); PPU. 
BANSTEAD; 8 p.m.. Clere Cottage (corner of 
Court Road and Bolter’s Lane); Miss E. E. 
Hassett on “ Humanitarianism and Pacifism"; 
PPU. 

BLACKHEATH; 8 p.m, Concert Hall; Dr. 
Herbvert Gray and Sybil Morrison; Rev. Canon F. 
H. Gillingham (chairman); PPU. 

HORNSEY; 8 p.m.. Willoughby Road Methodist 
Church (2 mins. Turnpike Lane Underground); 
discussion with Labour Party on “ Pacifism is 
the way to Peace”; PPU and Methodist Pacifist 
Fellowship. 

ISLINGTON, 8 p.m., Union Chapel, Highbury 
Corner: Alexander Spence; PPU. 
WESTMINSTER; 8 p.m., Millicent Fawcett Hall. 
46 Tufton Street; dramatic performance: The 
Man I Killed (in aid of Rescue work in Finsbury 
and Holborn); all tickets 2s. each; Guildhouse 
Players. 

SANDERSTEAD; 815 p.m. Congregational 
Church; Miss Mary Gamble and Rev. Patrick 
Figgis (chairman); PPU. 


Wednesday, Feb. 15 
BRADFORD; 8 p.m., St. Margaret's Church 
Schoolroom, Thornbury; James H. Hudson and 
Mrs. Margery South (chairman), on “The 
British Empire”: PPU. 

LONDON, S.W.1; 8 p.m., The Overseas Club, 
Park Place, St. James's; Michael Wayman on 
“Who is the Enemy?” 

PECKHAM; 8 p.m., 6 Sumner Road (not Meeting 
Howse); Mr. Mills on “The Pacifist’s Responsi- 
bilitv to the State”; PPU. 

SURBITON; 8 p.m., Surbiton Hill Hall, Ewell 
Road; John Barclay; PPU. 

OXFORD; 815 pm. 115 High Street; Fenner 
Brockway on “ Pacifism and the ILP” University 
Pacifist Association. 


Thursday, Feb. 16 
LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.ni., 13 Paternoster Row; 
Douglas Prichard: City PPU group. 

SOUTH KENSINGTON; 5.15 p.m., Imperial Col- 
lege Union, Prince Consort Road; Mary Gamble 
on “Why Pacifism?”; chairman: Professor S. 
Chapman; Students’ Christian Movement. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m., 13, Paternoster Row; 
Gordon Turner on “Pacifism a Political Objec- 
tive": City PPU group. 

HUDDERSFIELD; 7.30 p.m., Temperance Hal}, 
Princess Street; Canon Stuart Morris and Dr. 
Kathleen Rutherford (chairman); PPU. 
LIMBRICK, Blackburn: 7.45 p.m.. YMCA: Rev. 


W. D. Baston, on “This Ambiguous Earth” 
PPU. 
NOTTINGHAM; 8 p.m. Savoy Cafe. South 


Parade; Dr. Knowles on “The Leer of War and 
the Smile of Peace”; regional meeting; PPU. 

UPMINSTER; 8 p.m.. Methodist Hall, Hall Lane; 
John Barclay and Rev. T. J. Foinette (chairman); 


PPU. 

Friday, Feb. 17 
LONDON, W.1; 6.30 p.m., Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, Thomas Street; Preston Benson 
on “Democracy Thereatened ”; PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m.. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Mrs. Roberts on “Pacifism and Patriotism”; 
PPU. 
SHIRLEY; 8 p.m., Benson School, West Way; 


Independent Labour Party speaker on “ Can the. 


League of Nations obtain peace through a system 
of Collective Security "; PPU. 

SQUIRRELS, HEATH; 8 p.m., Poole’s Cafe; 
Frederick J. Trittem-on “ Quaker World Service”; 
film shown by J. Cuthbert Wigham; Society of 
Friends. 


Sat. & Sun., Feb. 18 & 19 
WANDSWORTH; Friends’ Mecting House, 59 
High Street, weekend lecture school, lecturer: 
Andrew Stewart: details from Eric S. Tucker, 30 
Alfriston Road, London, S.W.11. 


J 


| renounced 


What 
does 


HOW IT BEGAN 


fe 

& HE Peace Pledge Union dates 
from tre day when Dick Srep- 

pard invited all men who felt as he 

did to write to him stating that they 

war and would rever 

ayuin participate in one. 


The immediate response was over- 
whelming, and every day since then 
pledge cards have come in, the total 
having now reached some 123,000. At 
first the movement had been confined 
to men, but when the signatures of 
women were asked for there was once 
more an immediate response. By 
reason of its numerical and moral 
strength, this venture has become a 
national movement, and it is linked 
with the world movement by its affili- 
ation to the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. 

Dick Sheppard asked some veading 
men and women to joi him as Spon- 


sors. Practically all of them were 
subsequently elected at the move- 
ment’s first Annual General Meeting, 
and today th: Sponsors are : George 
Lansbury, M.P., Canon Stuart Morris, 
Maurice L. Rowntree, John Barclay, 
Harold F. Bing, Miss Vera Brittain, H. 
Runham Brown, the Rev. Henry 
Carter, Miss li.c:y Gamble, Dr. A. 
Herbert Gray, Laurence Housman, 
James H. Hudson, Aldous Huzley, 
Miss Storm Jameson, J. Middleton 
Murry, Humphrey S. Moore, Capt. 
Philip Mumford, Max Plowman, Lord 
Ponsonby, Canon C. E. Raven, Bert- 
rand Russell, Dr. Alfred Salter, MP, 
Siegfried Sassoon, Dr. Donald O. 
Soper, Miss E. Thorneycroft, Wilfred 
Wellock, Dr. Alex Wood, and Arthur 
Wragg. 

The headquarters are at 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. The President is 
George Lansbury, M.P, the Treasurer, 
Maurice L. Rowntree, the Chairman (and 
secretary), Canon Stuart Morris, and the 
Group Organizer, John Barclay. 


Give your pledge on a posteard:— 
I renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another. 
Sign this, add your address, and send 
the card to PPU headquarters. 


Quakers’ Aid for Victims 


of Persecution 


(Continued from page 7.) 


The committee has started the Quakers’ 
Shilling Emigration Fund to raise money 
for its work. The first £1,000 received by 
the Fund has enabled forty refugees to emi- 
grate from Europe to North and South 
|America. This sum was made up of more 
than 15,000 donations. 

Nineteen of the refugees came from Ger- 
many, fourteen from Czechoslovakia, three 
from Italy, three from France after a short 
period there, and cne from Denmark. 
|“They were enabled to start new lives,” de- 
clares the German Emergency Committee 
of the Society of Friends, “through the 
|help of English men, women and children 
who could not give in large sums but 
gladly gave in shillings. Doubtless many 
others, realizing from this what really 
practical help can be given as a result of 
small donations from numbers of people, 
will wish to help the Fund.” 

Contributions should be sent to: Quakers’ 
Shilling Emigration Fund, Friends House, Euston 
Road, London, N.W.1. Copies of an appeal to 


pass on to others will be sent on application to 
the Fund. 


New Anglican Pacifist 
Fellowship Group 


A branch of the Anglican Pacifist Fellow- 
ship has been formed in the Croydon and 
Streatham area under the chairmanship of 
,the Rev. Kenneth Budd, vicar of Holy 
| Trinity, South Kensington. 
| This fellowship is an association of clergy 
and laity communicant members of the 
{Church of England, who subscribe to the 
following declaration :— 

We, comrhunicant members of the Church of 
England believe that our membership involves 
the complete repudiation of modern war. 
pledge ourselves to take no part in war, but 


| to work positively for the construction of Christ- 
ian peace in the world. 


Full particulars are obtainable from the 
honorary secretary, Mr. Hugh Goodrich, 
49 Strathyre Avenue, Norbury, London, 
S.W.16. 


We. 


PEACE NEWS 


CLASSHIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


1d. per word, minimum 2s 


Box Number 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 


TWO ROOMS, furnished or unfurnished, with 
use of kitchen, to be Let. Tenants must be 
racially tolerant young men or married couple. 
Refugees acceptable. Terms reasonable.—For 
further particulars, address 12a Westbourne 
Grove, W.2. 


[ supine AND DECORATING | 


DECORATIONS AND ALL HOUSE REPAIRS. 
Plumbing, &c.—C. T. Coles, 45, Alma Avenue, 
Highams Park, E.4. Telephone: Larkswood 1904. 


EDUCATIONAL 


GERMAN LESSONS or preparation for ex- 
amination by Viennese Pacifist, living in S.W.12 
(Balham). Box 150, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, London, N.4. 


“FREDSHJEM” HOLIDAY LANGUAGE 
CENTRE: Opportunities for studying German, 


French, Italian, Danish, and Swedish among 
beautiful scenery and in pleasant company. 
A pacifist family from Germany, living near 
Fjord of Flenseburg (frontier between Denmark 
and Germany) is glad to receive paying guests 
from Great Britain. Lodging and board (4 mea!s 
a day, Danish and German cookery combined) 
and language tuition (in one or several lan- 
guages) 64 Danish krcner per day. For further 
Getails, write: War Resisters’ International, 11, 
Abbey Road, Enfield. Middlesex: or direct to: 
Dr. Arnold Kalisch. Fredshjem, Roenshoved pr. 
Rinkenaes, Denmark 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


GARLIC NATURE-CURE TREATMENT for 
theumatism. With a pure diet, no better remedy 
for rheumatism than garlic is known to medical 
science. “Allysol” tablets and liquid contain 
the antiseptic purifying power of garlic without 
that garlic smelL “Allysol” does not taint 
breath or body. No animal substance. No drug 
effect. Powerful but harmless. Trial box 3s., 
or 3 months supply 24s. post free from G. 
Millwood, Boxhill Road, Tadworth, Surrey. 


KINGSTON. EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
of Modern Nature Cure (Health Home and 
Training Centre). President: James C. Thom- 
son. Particulars from the Secretary, Kingston, 
Edinburgh, 9. 


Peace Army Visits 
Czecho-Slovakia 

WE su — nee ne 

ing: 


1. To press our Government to grant 
block temporary visas to large numbers of 
adults, to all those German and Jewish 
people who are in imminent danger of be- 
ing deported to Germany. If their tem- 
porary safety is secured, it would give 
time to all the societies working on their 
behalf to arrange their permanent settle- 
ment in our Dominions or South America. 
Write to the Home Secretary, to your MP, 
to churches, to progressive societies about 
the urgent need for this step. 


2. To raise a little money to feed these 
unregistered people, who cannot be fed by 
the existing funds. Miss Swaisland, 8, 
Wavertree Court, London, S.W.2, will for- 
ward your contributions. 


3. To find homes for individuals, offers 
of hospitality and domestic posts. Money 
guarantees are in the end essential, and 
those who offer hospitality are seldom able 
to give the money guarantee in addition. 
As a result many splendid offers of hospi- 
tality are not being utilized. If anyone can 
offer any kind of help, will they write to 
Winifred M. Antill. at 26 Great Ormond 
Street, London, W.C.1. 


of help- 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES (framed or un- 
framed), albums scrolls, testimonials, rolls of 
honour, &c., trom 1 guinea to 100 guineas; advice 
readily given by our ownartists Battley Brothers, 
Ltd., Commercial Artists and Photographers, 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press, 
Clapham Park, S.W.4. Telephone: Macaulay 3461. 


| LECTURES | 


“PSYCHOLOGY & SOCIAL CRISES.” by Dr. 
Edward Glover. Wednesday, February 15, at 3 
p.m., Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 
Price Ils. F.P.S.1. 


| RELIGIOUS | 


QUAKERISM.—Information and __ literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to the 
Friends Home _ Service Committee, Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


SITUATIONS 


Wanted 
MARRIED COUPLE, obliged to leave Ger- 
many, wife cook-general, husband caretaker or 
handyman fery reliable, seek position. Write to 
Mrs. E., 63, Belsize Park, London, N.W.3. 


PACIFIST, 26, active member PPU, &c., seeks 
situation (London), clerk, bookkeeper.—Box 148, 
Peace News. 3, Blackstock Road, N.4. 


| TYPEWRITING | 


TYPING FOR “PEACE” Jean’s Typing and 
Duplicating Office are waiting for any jobs you 
may have—large or small. Speed, efficiency, and 
low charges. ’*Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, E.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. Increased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, 
Ambergate (L.M.S.). 


MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY ! 


Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 


Free literature, including Recipes, from 
THE VEG=TARIAN SOCIETY, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2 


PRINTING AND PUBLICITY 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-7, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 
LONDON, N.W.2. 
e « © e e GLAdstone 1234. 


° 
Peace liedge 


Telephone 


100% Hembers Union. 


HILLSIDE GUEST HOUSE 
FARNCOMBE, SURREY 


Centred in the heart of beautiful country, 

Excellent Facilities for Conferences, Accom. 90, 

Lecture Hall seat 200. Central heating. 

OPEN ALL the year round, easy reach of 
London, road or rail. 


— Write or ‘Phone: Godalming 1055 —— 


Read the 


SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


“FORWARD” 
Every’ Friday 2d. 
H NEST, FEARLES3, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample copy to: 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4, 


Special Offer to “PEACE NEWS” Readers 


Readers of " Peace News " have become interested in the I.L.P. because 
of its stand against War, Rearmament and the National Register. 
The " New Leader," organ of the I.L.P., vigorously voices these views 


each week. Every sincere 
Peace worker should see 
it. By using the attached 
coupon, you can get the 
"N.L." at the special 
tate of 2s. bd. for six 
months, post free. 
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Post to Manager, "New Leader,” 35 St. Bride Street, 


London, E.C.4. 
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PEACE 


A Free Trial 
Scheme 


A WORTHING reader, John Locke, 


has suggested a postal “free 
trial” scheme for increasing the cir- 
culation and influence of Peace News. 

It is an adaptation of the free trial 
scheme outlined by a Birmingham 
reader on January 13, and is par- 
ticularly suited for those who have 
a wide circle of friends and acquaint- 
ances in a number of different towns. 
It is suggested that Peace News 
should be posted to a selected number 
of such acquaintances for four weeks 
at the expense of the sender. 

Those who wish to do so can send the 
names and addresses to the Peace News 
Office (3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4) 
with the appropriate remittance. This 
would have the advantage that the sender 
could, if necessary, remain anonymous to 
the recipient. 

Whether operated anonymously or not, 
the scheme should bring results, for the 
selection of likely “ converts” would prob- 
ably mean that a larger proportion would 
continue as regular readers than if copies 
are given or sent indiscriminately. 


John Locke adds: “My own sixteen 
years’ experience in the advertisement and 
publishing departments of provincial news- 
papers has led me to the conclusion that 
this ‘free trial’ scheme does increase 

- sales more effectively than canvassing at 
the door (unless, of course, such canvass 
was confined to one’s friends ”). 


NEWS 


A Pacifist Commentary 


Dictators for Britain : : 


Intervention in Kurope 


[F anyone has hitherto held to the belief 

that democracy in this country can be 
retained by engaging in war with totali- 
tarian States, the latest move in connexion 
with “civil defence” should speedily 
disillusion him. 

The announcement by Sir John Ander- 
son Jast Thursday of plans for the appoint- 
ment of twelve regional commissioners for 
England, Wales, and Scotland who, in 
lime of war, may exercise the full 
authority of the Government, shows totali- 
tarianism to be an essential accompaniment 
of modern war. These commissioners have 
already been labelled ARP “dictators,” 
and the latter part of the title is justified. 

Although they will not be concerned 
with ARP administration in peace time, 
they will be assisted by war staffs (to be 
appointed in peace time) which will in- 
clude ARP regional officers and representa- 


Parliamentary Notes 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN’S PLEDGE 
TO FRANCE 


By Our Lobby Correspondent 
JAMES H. HUDSON 


HE Prime Minister’s announcement 
last Monday night about our relations 
with France contained the most 
ominous words uttered in Parliament since 

1914. 

It was quite evident to the watchful on- 
looker what France was expecting of 
Britain when Daladier went first, to Cor- 
sica and then to Tunis to shake his fist in 
the face of Mussolini. Not a foot of our 
French Empire, he screamed. Look at our 
fleet! 

‘Mussolini has looked at the French fleet 
and has retained his composure; indeed he 
has dug himself into Majorca, right in the 
track of the main route of France to her 
African Empire. The French fleet is not 
enough for French needs in this game of 
devil pull baker. Something more was 
wanted to back Daladier’s intransigeance. 

So Bonnet, on January 26, and later 
Daladier himself in more strident tones, 
asserted that if Britain and France became 
involved in war, whichever got into it first 
and needed the forces of the other would 
get them. This was a fishing statement on 
the part of the French. Until last Monday 
night Britain had never committed herself 
to such a bargain. 

There must have been the exercise of the 
most tremendous diplomatic pressure from 
France to get what they have now secured 
from Mr. Chamberlain. Or, alternatively, 
Mr. Chamberlain may be so much more 
convinced of the strength of the combined 
military forces of Britain and France, that 
he feels he can dispense now with playing 
the part of the dove flying back from 
Munich with the promise of “ peace for our 
time.” - t 


The House Cheered 


Whatever the cause, the résult is plain. 
M. Bonnet’s claim is, says Mr. Chamber- 
lain in proper official jargon, “in accord- 
ance with the views of the British Govern- 
ment.” And if there is any threat to the 
vital interests of France from whatever 
quarter it come, it will evoke the imme- 
diate cooperation, said the Prime Minister, 
of this country. And the House cheered! 

So that’s what the rearmament amounts 
to! The futile balloon barrages, the ARP, 
the evacuations, the National Register; all 
this pretence at defence of the population 
is really the cloak under which a couple of 
conscienceless capitalist empires bargain 
away their peoples’ lives on the basis of 
the ‘spoils for themselves. 

Mr. Chamberlain’s pronouncement was 
an outrage. It puts us completely at the 
beck and call of France, without peer 
among the nations in diplomatic finesse. 
If France comes to war with Italy on the 
question of imperial possessions, Italy will 
be made to look as much the aggressor as 
Germany was in the last war. And w2 
shall be tied fast to France! 

As the Manchester Guardian reported on 
Tuesday morning, France. which is very 


pleased with Mr. Chamberlain's statement, 
is keeping an eye on Jibuti, where it is 
believed some dangerous incident may 
occur at any time. 

It is 1914 all over again with one im- 
provement. In the years 1911 to 1914 the 
Liberal Government falsified the facts. To 
accusations at different times by Lord 
Rosebery, Mr. F. W. Jowett, MP, and Mr. 
Joseph King, MP, that we were tied 
irrevocably to France the Prime Minister 
gave a flat denial. Only on August 4, 1914, 
was the falsehood laid bare. It was then 
too late. 

Today the Prime Minister commits us 
and publicly states the fact. And if the 
people are as unwilling to fight for the 
French in Tunis as for the Czechs last 
September, we may yet secure the repudi- 
ation of Mr. Chamberlain’s policy. 

* x = 


¥ PLEADED last week that the Opposition 

should at once take up the cry of armis- 
tice instead of arms for Spain. The sands 
are fast running cut midst scenes of 
appalling horror. 

France has made a volte face at the 
Pyrenees. The guns with which the fugi- 
tives were to be driven back into Spain 
have been taken away. Mighty camps are 
growing rapidly to receive the stricken 
multitudes. The expense and sacrifice for 
France will be stupendous. 


Opposition’s Opportunity 


This is no time for the British Govern- 
ment and Opposition to remain silent, 
waiting like Mr. Micawber for something 
to turn up. Hot-heads are still counselling 
the bitter end for Valencia and Madrid. 
They ought not to be heeded. France has 
been compelled to alter her attitude. The 
same influences ought to be prompting the 
British “ Left.” 

Last Monday night the Paris Temps 
asked Dr. Negrin to consider carefully 
whether the Spanish Government ought to 
continue the desperate struggle in the areas 
left to them, and suggested that the British 
Government might attempt to mediate an 
armistice. Indeed, it might! 

As I suggested last week, the British 
Government, by the contacts it has now 
secured through Mussolini and the Pope 
could bring representations in favour of 
an armistice to quarters better able, at the 
present moment, to serve it than Dr. 
Negrin. It is rather a tall order to suggest 
to a fugitive 

It is noticeable that the new British 
Government announcement about “the 
solidarity of interests by which France and 
this country are united” was made in 
answer to a question by Mr. Arthur 
Henderson. 

The Opposition has therefore some power 
to secure results if they are not always the 
most desirable. Let it therefore put for- 
ward an immediate demand behind which 
the humanity of the whole country would 
unite. It is poor political business to leave 
the initiation to the Paris Temps. 


for Palestine 


tives of all Government departments con- 
cerned with civil defence. 

Sir John Anderson referred to “the 
possibility of a region being completely 
cut off and detached from the centre of 
government,” saying that “in that event 
it will be necessary for the regional com- 
missioners to exercise the full authority of 
his Majesty’s Government.” 

The real reason for the move was 
revealed when he said: “ The more we can 
bring the whole community into our war- 
time organizations the less will be the 
danger of panic and confusion if an emer- 
gency came.” 


The Twelve Men 


W/E await with interest the names of our 

¥¥ regional dictators; they will be “men 
with big names, but with something behind 
them.” If that “something” consists of 
the powers arrogated to itself by a war- 
time Government these men will certainly 
wield a dictator’s power. 

As a possible indication of the type of man Sir 
John Anderson nad in mind a remark by Mr. P. 
J. Dollan, Lord Provost of Glasgow, was signi- 
ficant. Asserting that “we will not submit to 
any dictatorship scheme for ARP or other 
National Service,” he declared that Glasgow Cor- 
poration had “rejected a Government proposal 
to appoint the Chief Constable as dictator in an 
emergency.” 

Such a dictator would have his disciplined 
force ready at hand, if needed. For The Times 
to talk about the machinery of government con- 
tinuing to “function reliably and with public 
confidence ” in such circumstances (as it did last 
Friday) reveals a touching belief in the extreme 
elasticity of public confidence. 

Is the public really prepared to face the setting 
up of a fascist State with such confidence? 
Pacifists must make sure that people at any rate 
realize that a war against fascism abroad will 
land them in fascism at home. 

Already responsibility for ARP wardens in 
London has been transferred from the borough 
councils to the Metropolitan Police. 


Roosevelt’s Campaien 
pais 


V YJHATEVER President Roosevelt did, 

or did not, tell the Senators at the 
now notorious secret meeting, there is no 
doubt that his antagonism to the dictator- 
ships of Germany and Italy 4 passing 
beyond the phase of words into that of 


action. 

Many sections of American opinion which 
oppose the President on other issues are backing 
him in this; but there is by no means a united 
swing away from isolation. 

The Washington correspondent of The Times 
made great play on Monday with the fact that 
Senator Norris, who opposed America's entry 
into the Great War, now approved the sale of 
aeroplanes to Britain and France. Mr. Norris 
went on to declare his belief that the dictator- 
ships of today were worse enemies of democracy 
than was the Kaiser's Germany. A pity that he 
could not see that another attempt by the de- 
mocracies to crush German militarism by force 
of arms would be just as futile as that of 1914-18! 

President Roosevelt’s predecessor, Mr. Herbert 
Hoover, has declared that if “a wholesale attack 
were made upon women and children by the 
deliberate destruction of cities from the air,” the 
USA might be drawn into a European conflict. 
These words should be carefully studied, said 
The Times, “unless this is not the design of Ger- 
man and Italian strategists.” The implication 
becomes a boomerang if one asks the purpose of 
the air forces of Britain and France to which 
America is now supplying aeroplanes. 


Palestine Conference 


EARS of strife have not improved the 
atmosphere in which the Palestine 
Conference had to open in London on 
Tuesday. The basic cause of the trouble 
is simple enough: that Arabs and Jews 
were given promises of sovereignty in 


February 10, 1939 


Ameriean 


: Plan 


return for their help during the War. The 


promises were mutually exclusive. 

The fear of the Arabs that they will be 

swamped by Jewish immigration into Palestine 
has grown proportionately as the pressure of the 
Jews to leave European countries has increased. 
Despite the urgency of the situation, however, 
a long view must be taken if the future is to be 
happier for Palestine than the past. 
; The tendency of Syria, Palestine and Trans- 
jordania to become a single Arab State must be 
taken into account, and there are signs that their 
association in some form of federation would be 
received favourably by the Arab States and in 
some Jewish quarters. The latter would expect 
such a federation to permit the existence of a 
Jewish National Home in such a way that Pales- 
tinian Arabs would be safeguarded against even- 
tual Jewish domination. 

If this, or some other, solution is not accept- 
able to the conference, the British Government 
will impose its own plan. Should this be neces- 
sary it is to be hoped that statesmanship will 
rise above self-interest, and that the plan will 
stand on its own merits. It must not be of such 
a nature that to put it into practice requires the 
use of that military force which has lately dis- 
graced the administration of Palestine. 


“Manoeuvres” in Spain 


"THE Spanish Embassy has announced the 

Government’s intention to fight to a 
finish, presumably with the contraband 
arms which its Premier admits having 


received from abroad. 

“We have even bought them,” he declared at 
last week's meeting of the Cortes, “in Italy and 
Germany,” showing once again the spirit of in- 
ternationalism which pervades the armaments 
industry. The Spanish War has already been 
described as a dress rehearsal for a future 
European war; it is entirely in accordance with 
this theory that both sides should receive arms 
from the same source, for is this not the practice 
in those manceuvres in which a nation’s forces 
are divided into “ Redland” and “ Blueland ”? 

The method of war is bad enough in any cir- 
cumstances; but that it should need to be tried 
out in cold blood on women and children ought 
to condemn it in the eyes of any people claiming 
to be civilized. 

Following are the three points for which Dr. 
Negrin is prepared to hazard more lives if 
present peace moves fail: 

1. A guarantee for the independence and in- 
tegrity of Spanish national territory; 

2. A guarantee for the Spanish people to be 
able to choose their own destiny; and 

3. A post-war guarantee against persecution 
engendered by the fratricidal strife. . 

The first point cannot be secured in the Europe 
of today even if the Republicans could achieve a 
military victory. The second and third points 
have been rendered well-nigh unattainable by 
the war itself. Although the third guarantee 
has, in effect, been given by General Franco, no- 
one can ensure that the natural consequences of 
“fratricidal strife” will not come to pass— 
whatever may be the intentions of the future 
rulers of Spain. 


CONSCRIPTION 


(Continued from page 1.) 
vice: the ways in which we are encouraged to 
give our service are such as are best calculated 
to promote the efficient conduct of war... 
“To turn this country into a vast war machine 
is to turn our national life away from Christ. 
We cannot offer to be trained for this purpose.” 


This statement will be given in full next 
week. 

A similar statement to the above has been 
issued by the Northern Friends’ Peace 
Board. It suggests that Friends “might 
individually address letters to Sir John 
Anderson stating our views that true 
National Service is of a creative character 
making for peace and harmony among 
nations and peoples.” 

Posters asking for volunteers for the 
Mercantile Marine under the National 
Service scheme have been banned from dis- 
play outside their churches by five Metho- 
dist ministers in Liverpool. 
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